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Abstract :

The manufacturing industrial activity in the 
market assumes dynamic properties. This 
dynamism over time alters the prospects of the 
industries in securing both short-term and long-
term profitability. Economic analysis tends to 
capture these dynamic natures of profitability by 
conceptualizing price-cost margin. Price-cost 
margin measures the surplus of income or profit 
generated in an enterprise over the aggregate cost 
incurred in producing a given volume of output. It 
has theoretical as well as empirical relevance in 
economics. The factors often used to explain 
profitability include, the absolute size of firms, 
the extent of market concentration, product 
diversification etc. Other factors which are also 
considered include the market environment and 
the Research and Development expenditure, the 
policies relating to advertisement, marketing 
strategies and the principle used in pricing the 
products. Price-cost margin thus measures the 
extent of revenue surplus i.e., price over the 
average cost of producing a given volume of 
output. The return on capital on the other hand, 
measures the surplus of operating expenses 
viewed from the base of operating investments 
i.e. capital engaged. India has made adequate 
achievement in industrial development during the 
last five decades and became the tenth largest 
industrialized country of the world. Despite the 
growth in industrial activities, India needs to go a 
long way to reach self- sufficiency in its economic 
needs.Underutilization of existing capacity is 
another major problem which is due to lack of 
power, raw material and demand. This paper 
made an attempt to analyze the trend and pattern 
of the gross and net price-cost margin along with 
the return on capital of Indian Non-Traditional 
industries during 1998-99- 2013-14. The study 
recommends the government to take necessary 
steps to safe guard the Non-Traditional industries 
in India by way of tax reforms, long term loans, 
and support to technological advancement. Since 
the existing industries are suffer from low 
profitability, the study recommends to reduce the 
level of foreign direct investment on new 
ventures.  Instead, foreign direct investment can 

be made on the existing industries, so that the 
existing industries can uplift their technology and 
increase the profit level.

Key Words :  Gross price-cost margin, Net 
Price-cost margin, Gross Return on Capital, Net 
return on Capital, Profitability.

Introduction :

The manufacturing industrial activity in the 
market assumes dynamic properties. This 
dynamism over time alters the prospects of the 
industries in securing both short-term and long-
term profitability. Economic analysis tends to 
capture these dynamic natures of profitability by 
conceptualizing price-cost margin. This concept 
is different from the traditionally familiar 
accounting concepts of profitability. Selecting an 
appropriate principle for pricing the commodities 
and services, also influence the level of 
profitability.  The subject has a long history of 
emphasizing the principle of marginal-cost 
pricing as the most appropriate basis. 

Price-cost margin measures the surplus of income 
or profit generated in an enterprise over the 
aggregate cost incurred in producing a given 
volume of output. It is an important economic 
indicator of this surplus income.  It has 
theoretical as well as empirical relevance in 
economics. The factors often used to explain 
profitability include, the absolute size of firms, 
the extent of market concentration, product 
diversification etc. Other factors which are also 
considered include the market environment and 
the Research and Development expenditure, the 
policies relating to advertisement, marketing 
strategies and the principle used in pricing the 
products. Apart from such internal factors, 
external factors such as government policies with 
reference to taxes, incentive systems etc., also 
influence the profitability of the firms.

Price-cost margin, defines the profitability in a 
different way.  This is a short term view of 
profitability based on current sales and current 
cost figures. The average price-cost margin is 
defined as the ratio of above variables. Price-cost 
margin thus measures the extent of revenue 
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situation in which the existing firms in the 
industry will continue to enjoy high price-cost 
margin. The conventional price theory 
alternatively argues that when entry barriers does 
not exist, the price of the product in the market 
cannot in the long-run, exceed the average cost of 
production.  Hence, the presence of barriers to 
entry provides the basic condition for the price of 
the products to exceed the average cost of 
production. Bain J.S [1956] observed that the 
economies of scale, product differentiation, 
patent rights etc. to be important elements that 
will cause barriers for the entry of firms in to an 
industry.  

Growth of Demand :

Differing market demand conditions for the 
various industrial output has a positive influence 
on the price-cost margin of the participating 
firms.  This is due to two reasons.  First, firms in 
industries facing rapid growth in demand, operate 
relatively at a low level of competitive pressures 
than in industries where growth of market 
demand is less.  In the case of oligopolistic 
industries where fixed costs are relatively high, 
slow growth rate or decline in demand may cause 
the collusive oligopoly to break, leading the firms 
to operate under joint-profit maximization 
pricing behavior. This in turn will reduce price-
cost margin secured by the firms.

Objectives of the Study :

In the light of the above discussions the following 
objectives were formulated for the present 
research investigation.

• To analyze the trend and pattern of the gross 
price-cost margin and net cost price margin 
of the Indian industries during the study 
periods

• To study the return on capital of Indian 
industries during the study   periods

• To ascertain the determinants of gross price-
cost margin and profit and

Scope and Importance of the Study :

The present study covers the areas such as gross 
price-cost margin, net price-cost margin, gross 
return on capital, net return on capital, 
determinants of gross price-cost margin and 
profit. The trend and pattern of these variables 
were analyzed. The appropriate statistical tools 
have been employed. Regarding the importance 

surplus i.e., price over the average cost of 
producing a given volume of output. The return 
on capital on the other hand, measures the surplus 
of operating expenses viewed from the base of 
operating investments i.e. capital engaged. 
Typically the latter shows the marginal efficiency 
of capital employed in industrial enterprises or 
the long term profitability.

The industrial progress imparts to an economy 
vibrant element in the form of speedy growth and 
a diversified economic formation which leads to a 
progressive economy. India has made adequate 
achievement in industrial development during 
the last five decades and became the tenth largest 
industrialized country of the world. Despite the 
growth in industrial activities, India needs to go a 
long way to reach self- sufficiency in its 
economic needs. Underutilization of existing 
capacity is another major problem which is due to 
lack of power, raw material and demand.

Factors Affecting Price-Cost Margin : 

In the following section we discuss the factors 
influencing the price-cost margin in a dynamic 
industrial market environment.

Capital Output Ratio :

The capital-output ratio is an important economic 
variable that directly exerts its influence on the 
price-cost margin of the firms.  Other things 
being equal, it is predicted that a higher level of 
price-cost margin will be theoretically consistent 
with a low capital-output ratio. In other words 
higher the productive efficiency of capital 
employed in the value adding process of a firm, 
higher will be the volume of price-cost margin.

Seller Concentration :

Various theoretical models on oligopoly market 
structure provide convincing proofs that the 
presence of seller concentration will enable the 
dominant firms to charge prices well above the 
long-run average costs.  Thus, theoretically 
price-cost margin of the firms are positively 
influenced by the extent of seller concentration 
that characterizes an oligopoly market.

Barriers to Entry :

The entry condition of firms plays a vital role in 
determining the behaviour of prices in a market.  
The presence of collusion among firms in an 
oligopoly causes entry barriers for the new firms.  
Consequently such entry barriers lead to a 



provided a good fit in the more competitive 
sectors, whereas in the more concentrated 
industries, the variable viz. the full cost pricing 
provided statistically a superior fit.  Their study 
on industry pricing, outlines two predominant 
models of industry pricing :

• a competitive model in which prices respond 
to changes in short-run demand and marginal cost 
functions, and

• An oligopolistic full cost pricing model in 
which prices do not respond to short-run changes 
in the market conditions, but adapt slowly to 
changes in the long-run level of unit costs.

The latter is defined to be that level of costs 
associated with some standard or projected rate of 
output and hence may presumably average out 
any short-run random fluctuations in demand.

The principal issues in specifying equations to 
test these alternative formulations involve how 
short-run versus long-run factors are to be 
represented.  To test the applicability of the 
competitive market model, changes in demand 
and short-run marginal cost must be included in 
the price equation.  Sharply rising utilization 
rates may also be a useful proxy variable for 
assessing demand conditions or lengthening 
delivery schedules and order backlogs.

There are no observable measures of ex-ante 
shifts in the short-run demand curve.  However, 
orders, output and utilization rates all may be 
useful in describing demand shifts.  Changes in 
these variables reflect both ex-ante demand shifts 
and price behavior in the market.  Variations in 
unfulfilled orders, excess inventory stocks or 
lower utilisation rates were labeled by Eckstein 
and Fromm [1968] as the ‘dis-equilibrium 
phenomenon’. No change in price might imply no 
large scale dislocations required to maintain 
stable inventories, backlogs in unfilled orders, or 
the utilization rates.  All other things being equal, 
larger swings in these variables will be observed 
in industries with less flexible prices.   

Eckstein and Wyss [1972] suggest these variables 
to be useful in explaining prices also in less 
competitive sectors where prices are less flexible. 
Donald and Mahlon [1976] postulate the reverse 
as a proxy for short-run market conditions, these 
‘disequilibrium factors’ may prove insignificant 
in industries with a long-run full cost approach to 
pricing but should be significant in competitive 

of the study, the findings and conclusion of this 
study would be much useful to the policy makers 
and administrators to chalk out suitable policies 
and decisions to improve the performance of 
Indian industries in general. 

Period of the Study :

The period of this study covers from 1998-1999 
to 2013-2014. A total of 16 years included for this 
study. This periods fall in the post economic 
reforms.

Sources of Data :

The study is primarily based upon the ASI's 
(Annual Survey of Industries) Factory Sector 
data for the years 1998-99 to 2013-14.  Data on 
other related information’s and variables like the 
whole sale price index, consumer price index, 
national income etc., are collected from 
secondary data published by RBI's (Reserve 
Bank of India) Monthly Bulletins and Reports on 
Currency and Finance, National Accounts 
Statistics and Statistical Abstracts of the C.S.O, 
Economic Survey of the Government of India.

Limitations of the Study :

The following are the limitations of the present 
study.

i) No individual industries are taken

ii) This study covers only 16 years, therefore, 
the findings and suggestions are subject to 
these periods.

Theories of Price Cost Margin :

The theory of price determination takes into 
account the market structure,  in explaining 
variations in the pricing behavior across the 
industries.  Whether prices tend to be affected by 
short-run demand and supply conditions or 
whether prices change only occasionally in 
response to changes in ‘full costs’ are generally 
traced to the extent to which markets are 
competitive or oligopolistic [Eckstein, O and 
Fromm, G – 1968].

The best and most up-to-date test of the role of 
concentration has been studied by Eckstein, O 
and Wyss, D [1972]. They have estimated price 
equations for 16 two and three digit 
manufacturing sector industries using quarterly 
data. Price differences across the industries were 
traced by using industry concentration levels. 
Demand and cost variables, in their study 



otherwise known as ‘Return on Capital’. This 
profitability measure is expressed as:

R-D
3. Gross return on capital  = -----

  K

R-C
2. Net return on capital    = ------

  K

Where, 

R = Total Value of products (Total Value of 
Output)

D = Total Direct Cost (Total value of inputs +   
Labour  Cost (i.e. Total Emoluments)

C = Total Cost of Production (Total direct cost + 
Depreciation)

K = Total Assets (Net fixed assets)

In general, higher the value of the profitability 
indices, greater is the earning capacity of the firm 
or industry.

Results and Discussions :

This part deals with the analysis and interpretation 
of the study. The necessary secondary data were 
collected from the Annual Survey of Industries for 
the periods of 16 years viz., 1998-99 to 2013-14.  
In this part, trend and pattern of gross price–cost 
margin, net price-cost margin, gross return on 
capital and net return on capital determinants of 
price-cost margin and profit are analyzed by using 
suitable statistical tools.

Table No - 1

Gross Price - Cost Margin of Indian Non-
Traditional Industries During 1998-99 to 2013-14

  Industry 232 242 251 261 269 273 281 STD X CV

  1998-99 0.14 0.21 0.18 0.16 0.21 0.15 0.13 0.03 0.17 0.19

  1999-2000 0.10 0.23 0.22 0.17 0.24 0.16 0.15 0.05 0.18 0.28

  2000-01 0.10 0.19 0.19 0.18 0.24 0.09 0.09 0.06 0.15 0.39

  2001-02 0.10 0.21 0.18 0.24 0.23 0.10 0.13 0.06 0.17 0.35

  2002-03 0.14 0.22 0.18 0.19 0.20 0.11 0.10 0.05 0.16 0.29

  2003-04 0.15 0.22 0.16 0.21 0.20 0.10 0.13 0.04 0.17 0.27

  2004-05 0.14 0.22 0.15 0.22 0.24 0.10 0.11 0.06 0.17 0.34

  2005-06 0.16 0.21 0.13 0.19 0.23 0.11 0.16 0.04 0.17 0.25

  2006-07 0.15 0.23 0.10 0.19 0.29 0.11 0.16 0.07 0.18 0.38

  2007-08 0.16 0.22 0.16 0.20 0.34 0.11 0.16 0.07 0.19 0.38

  2008-09 0.15 0.19 0.18 0.16 0.30 0.11 0.14 0.06 0.18 0.35

  2009-10 0.12 0.22 0.16 0.20 0.31 0.13 0.18 0.06 0.19 0.34

  2010-11 0.12 0.18 0.17 0.17 0.23 0.11 0.18 0.04 0.17 0.24

  2011-12 0.06 0.18 0.13 0.18 0.24 0.09 0.14 0.06 0.15 0.42

  2012-13 0.11 0.18 0.14 0.14 0.22 0.12 0.14 0.04 0.15 0.25

  2013-04 0.10 0.17 0.17 0.16 0.20 0.10 0.13 0.04 0.15 0.26

  STD 0.03 0.02 0.03 0.03 0.04 0.02 0.03 0.03

  X 0.13 0.21 0.16 0.19 0.25 0.11 0.14 0.17 0.31

  CV 0.23 0.10 0.17 0.14 0.17 0.17 0.18 0.17

  CGR -2.22 -1.40 -0.38 0.00 -0.32 -2.67 0-00 -1.00

Source: Computed with ASI Data Factory Sector

industries as a measures of short-run changes in 
market conditions.  Generally, the literature has 
focused on the distinction between the long and 
the short-run as the key characteristic used by an 
industry in defining standard costs.  One way of 
representing long-run influences in price 
equations is to select cost measures which are 
invariant to cyclical variation in output.   

DonaldH.S. and Mahlon,R.S. [1976] in their 
study have observed that there may be 
circumstances in which current-period measures 
of market conditions may be a useful predictor of 
pricing decisions.  In some instances a large 
increase in demand or cost in the current quarter 
indicates a change which will not be reversed.  A 
change in negotiated wage rates or a price change 
of key material inputs are obvious examples on 
the cost side. 

Determinants of Price-Cost Margin and the 
Tools of Analysis :

There are many possible ways to measure price-
cost margin and return on capital in terms of 
certain ratios depending on the choice of the 
variable.  It depends on the purpose of the study 
and convenience by which it can be used on the 
available set of information’s.  We may express 
the measures of price-cost margin and return on 
capital based on the Annual Survey of Industries 
(ASI) data in our analysis here.  The typical 
measures of price-cost margin are expressed as: 

R-D
1. Gross price-cost margin  = ------

  R

R-C
2. Net price-cost margin   = ------

  R
Where, 

R = Total Value of products (Total Value of 
Output)

D = Total Direct Cost (Total value of inputs +  
Labour  Cost (i.e.  Total Emoluments)

C = Total Cost of Production (Total direct cost + 
Depreciation)

The return on investment or long term profit, as it 
is commonly referred to, is the residue of earnings 
which remains after meeting all costs including 
depreciation. This residue as a percentage of the 
total amount of capital invested in an enterprise is 
termed as the ‘Return on Investment’ . It is 



Diagram – 1.1

Gross Price Cost Margin 0f the Manufacture of Refined 
Petroleum Products During 1998-99 to 2013-14

Diagram  1.2

Gross Price Cost Margin of the Manufacture of Other 
Chemical Products During 1998-99 to 2013-14

Diagram - 1.3

Gross Price Cost Margin of the Manufacture of Rubber 
Products During 1998-99 to 2013-14

Diagram - 1.4

Gross Price Cost Margin of the Manufacture of Glass And 
Glass Products During 1998-99 TO 2013-14

Diagram - 1.5

Gross Price Cost Margin of the Manufacture of              
Non-Metallic Mineral Products N.E.C. During 1998-99 to 
2013-14

Diagram - 1.6

Gross Price Cost Margin Of The Casting Of Metals During 
1998-99 to 2013-14

Diagram - 1.7

Gross Price Cost Margin Of The Manufacture Of Structural 
Metal Products, Tanks, Reservoirs And Steam Generators 
During 1998-99 to 2013-14

Gross Price Cost Margin :

Table 1 presents the estimated Gross Price Cost 
Margin for the Indian Non - traditional industries 
for the period 1998-99 to 2013-14. 

• The estimated Gross Price Cost Margin used 
for measuring the short-run gross 
profitability of the three digit level 
disaggregated industries engaged in the 
Non-Traditional industries has obtained an 
average short-run profitability for the 
reference period. 



Diagram - 2.2

Net Price Cost Margin of the Manufacture Of Other 
Chemical Products During 1998-99 To 2013-14

Diagram - 2.3

Net Price Cost Margin of the Manufacture of Rubber 
Products During 1998-99 To 2013-14

Diagram - 2.4

Net Price Cost Margin of the Manufacture of Glass and 
Glass Products During 1998-99 To 2013-14

Diagram - 2.5

Net Price Cost Margin of the Manufacture of Non-Metallic 
Mineral Products N.E.C. During 1998-99 To 2013-14

• The study found certain degree of uniformity 
characterizing the short-run profitability 
across the constituent industries in reference. 

• In general the Gross Price Cost Margin got 
registered a negative overall growth rate 
expect the industries engaged in the 
Manufacture of glass and glass products 
(261), and Manufacture of structural metal 
products, tanks, reservoirs and steam 
generators (281). 

• A high degree inter-industry variation in the 
Gross Price Cost Margin across industry 
categories belonging to Indian Non - 
traditional industries was noticed during 
2000-01, 2001-02, 2004-05 to 2009-10 and 
2011-12. 

• In general the study indicates a greater 
uniformity in the Gross Price Cost Margin of 
the three digit Indian Non - traditional 
industries during the study period.

Table No - 2

Net Price Cost Margin of Indian Non-Traditional 
Industries During  1998-99 To 2013-14

  Industry 232 242 251 261 269 273 281 STD X CV

  1998-99 0.11 0.18 0.14 0.07 0.12 0.11 0.10 0.03 0.12 0.29

  1999-2000 0.08 0.20 0.18 0.08 0.16 0.13 0.13 0.05 0.14 0.34

  2000-01 0.08 0.16 0.15 0.10 0.18 0.05 0.06 0.05 0.11 0.46

  2001-02 0.06 0.18 0.14 0.15 0.16 0.06 0.11 0.05 0.12 0.39

  2002-03 0.11 0.19 0.14 0.11 0.13 0.07 0.07 0.04 0.12 0.36

  2003-04 0.13 0.19 0.13 0.13 0.14 0.07 0.10 0.04 0.13 0.29

  2004-05 0.12 0.19 0.12 0.15 0.18 0.08 0.09 0.04 0.13 0.32

  2005-06 0.14 0.19 0.10 0.12 0.18 0.08 0.14 0.04 0.14 0.29

  2006-07 0.13 0.20 0.07 0.12 0.24 0.09 0.14 0.06 0.14 0.42

  2007-08 0.14 0.20 0.13 0.13 0.29 0.08 0.14 0.07 0.16 0.43

  2008-09 0.14 0.17 0.15 0.08 0.26 0.08 0.13 0.06 0.14 0.43

  2009-10 0.11 0.19 0.14 0.14 0.26 0.11 0.17 0.05 0.16 0.33

  2010-11 0.11 0.16 0.14 0.11 0.18 0.09 0.16 0.03 0.14 0.24

  2011-12 0.05 0.16 0.10 0.12 0.18 0.07 0.12 0.05 0.11 0.40

  2012-13 0.10 0.16 0.11 0.07 0.17 0.09 0.12 0.04 0.12 0.31

  2013-04 0.09 0.15 0.14 0.08 0.14 0.06 0.11 0.03 0.11 0.31

  STD 0.03 0.02 0.03 0.03 0.05 0.02 0.03 0.03

  X 0.11 0.18 0.13 0.11 0.19 0.08 0.12 0.13 0.35

  CV 0.26 0.09 0.20 0.25 0.27 0.25 0.25 0.23

  CGR -1.33 -1.21 0.00 0.89 1.03 -3.96 0.64 -0.56

Source: Computed with ASI Data Factory Sector

Diagram – 2.1

Net Price Cost Margin of the Manufacture Of Refined 
Petroleum Products During 1998-99 To 2013-14



three digit Indian Non - traditional industries 
during the study period.

Table No - 3

Gross Return On Capital of Indian Non-
Traditional Industries During 1998-99 to 2013-14

  Industry 232 242 251 261 269 273 281 STD X CV

  1998-99 0.82 6.55 7.92 44.18 2.86 14.78 16.77 14.76 13.41 1.10

  1999-2000 1.39 8.68 9.70 3.39 25.50 33.39 8.02 11.93 12.87 0.93

  2000-01 2.04 9.25 28.69 0.98 35.60 327.85 8.31 119.3 58.96 2.02

  2001-02 0.51 8.78 11.18 9.93 1.43 49.10 15.35 16.46 13.75 1.20

  2002-03 13.47 12.55 19.63 7.91 19.47 6.86 67.68 21.14 21.08 1.00

  2003-04 18.93 8.61 14.32 16.62 106.74 7.18 49.39 35.99 31.68 1.14

  2004-05 46.90 7.58 7.92 2.54 10.88 3.31 10.09 15.39 12.75 1.21

  2005-06 4.50 4.60 5.86 0.53 6.00 2.32 9.64 2.90 4.78 0.61

  2006-07 50.68 3.65 3.41 1.35 4.87 2.87 3.98 17.92 10.12 1.77

  2007-08 56.92 4.10 4.08 3.31 3.39 1.52 2.34 20.35 10.81 1.88

  2008-09 14.24 4.39 3.85 1.04 2.33 1.97 2.99 4.48 4.40 1.02

  2009-10 3.38 8.05 2.17 4.57 3.49 2.05 7.40 2.40 4.44 0.54

  2010-11 21.91 13.51 3.01 2.05 4.04 3.09 18.54 8.37 9.45 0.89

  2011-12 3.91 9.72 3.05 1.52 3.54 2.61 4.31 2.64 4.09 0.65

  2012-13 112.995.54 5.45 1.06 4.64 3.04 8.07 41.01 20.11 2.04

  2013-04 3.90 13.23 7.08 11.73 5.59 4.81 10.44 3.67 8.11 0.45

  STD 30.69 3.18 7.12 10.94 26.30 80.74 17.86

  X 22.28 8.05 8.58 7.04 15.02 29.17 15.21 15.05 1.15

  CV 1.38 0.39 0.83 1.55 1.75 2.77 1.17 1.41

  CGR 10.96 4.80 -0.74 -8.46 4.57 -7.21 -3.11 -3.30

Source : Computed with ASI Data Factory Sector

Diagram – 3.1

Gross Return On Capital Of The Manufacture Of Refined 
Petroleum Products During 1998-99 To 2013-14

Diagram - 3.2

Gross Return On Capital Of The Manufacture Of Other 
Chemical Products During 1998-99 To 2013-14

Diagram -3.3

Gross Return on Capital of the Manufacture of Rubber 
Products During 1998-99 TO 2013-14

Diagram - 2.6

Net Price Cost Margin of the Casting of Metals During 1998-
99 TO 2013-14

Diagram - 2.7

Net Price Cost Margin of the manufacture of Structural 
Metal Products, Tanks, Reservoirs And Steam Generators 
During 1998-99 To 2013-14

Net Price Cost Margin :

Table 2 presented the estimated net price cost 
margin (short-run profitability) for the Indian 
Non - traditional industries for the period 1998-
99 to 2013-14. 

• The estimated net price cost margin (short-
run profitability) for the Indian Non - 
traditional industries has obtained moderate 
level of short-run profitability. 

• The study reflective of better degree of 
uniformity characterizing the short-run net 
profitability across the constituent industries 
in reference. 

• On the whole the selected Non - traditional 
industries in India is characterized with the 
fair degree of stability having prevailed in 
the Net Price Cost Margin 

• In general the overall net price cost margin 
got registered a negative overall growth rate 
during the period in reference. 

• The short-run net profitability registered 
better stability during the years 1999-2000, 
and 2003-04 to 2010-11.

• In general the study indicates a better 
uniformity in the net price cost margin of the 



Gross Return on Capital 

Table 3, presents the estimates of gross return on 
capital i.e. long term profitability of the seven 
constituent three digit industries of the Indian 
Non - traditional manufacturers are presented in 
table 4.3 for the period 1998-99 to 2013-14.

• The estimate of gross return on capital shows 
a moderate level of profitability during the 
study period. 

• The long term profitability of three digit 
industries was observed a fair degree of 
uniformity in the long term profitability of 
Indian Non-traditional manufacturing industries.

• This study reveals the constituent industries 
in the Non - traditional manufacturing being 
characterized by consistent and stable trend 
behavior. 

• A highly divergent nature in term of Gross 
return on capital have shown in the following 
years viz., 1998-99, 1999-2000, 2001-02, 
2004-05 to 2011-12 and 2013-14 character-
izing the Non-Traditional manufacturing 
industries in India. 

Table No - 4

Net Return On Capital of Indian Non-Traditional 
Industries During  1998-99 To 2013-14

  Industry 232 242 251 261 269 273 281 STD X CV

  1998-99 0.67 5.69 6.16 20.14 1.64 10.93 13.91 6.98 8.45 0.83

  1999-2000 1.10 7.67 8.12 1.56 17.70 26.47 6.77 9.13 9.91 0.92

  2000-01 1.59 7.83 22.77 0.53 26.05 195.84 5.94 70.65 37.22 1.90

  2001-02 0.32 7.54 8.60 6.36 1.01 31.62 12.51 10.56 9.71 1.09

  2002-03 10.88 10.84 15.34 4.43 13.00 4.48 50.33 15.84 15.61 1.01

  2003-04 16.03 7.45 11.35 10.38 72.83 4.88 40.51 24.84 23.35 1.06

  2004-05 40.59 6.67 6.24 1.72 8.11 2.44 8.45 13.48 10.60 1.27

  2005-06 4.03 4.00 4.51 0.33 4.63 1.76 8.78 2.65 4.01 0.66

  2006-07 45.84 3.15 2.37 0.86 4.04 2.24 3.60 16.33 8.87 1.84

  2007-08 52.29 3.59 3.27 2.16 2.92 1.12 2.14 18.82 9.64 1.95

  2008-09 13.05 3.88 3.17 0.56 2.02 1.58 2.69 4.20 3.85 1.09

  2009-10 2.96 7.20 1.84 3.17 2.94 1.64 6.63 2.23 3.77 0.58

  2010-11 19.24 12.06 2.53 1.29 3.09 2.42 16.53 7.59 8.17 0.93

  2011-12 3.09 8.77 2.44 1.02 2.72 1.90 3.76 2.53 3.39 0.75

  2012-13 100.0 5.00 4.40 0.55 3.54 2.31 6.77 36.43 17.51 2.08

  2013-04 3.46 11.70 5.86 5.93 3.98 3.19 8.48 3.08 6.09 0.51

  STD 27.38 2.81 5.62 5.17 17.94 48.19 13.62

  X 19.70 7.07 6.81 3.81 10.64 18.43 12.36 11.26 1.16

  CV 1.39 0.40 0.82 1.36 1.69 2.62 1.10 1.34

  CGR 11.57 4.92 -0.33 -7.83 6.09 -7.88 -3.25 -2.16

Source : Computed with  ASI Data Factory Sector

Diagram - 3.4

Gross Return on Capital of the Manufacture of Glass and 
Glass Products During 1998-99 TO 2013-14

Diagram - 3.5

Gross Return On Capital Of The Manufacture Of Non-
Metallic Mineral Products N.E.C. During 1998-99 TO 2013-
14

Diagram -3.6

Gross Return On Capital Of The Casting Of Metals During 
1998-99 TO 2013-14

Diagram - 3.7

Gross Return On Capital Of The Manufacture Of Structural 
Metal Products, Tanks, Reservoirs And Steam Generators 
During 1998-99 TO 2013-14



Diagram - 4.5

Net Return on Capital Manufacture of Non-Metallic Mineral 
Products N.E.C. During 1998-99 TO 2013-14

Diagram - 4.6

Net Return on Capital Casting of Metals During 1998-99 TO 
2013-14

Diagram - 4.7

Net Return on Capital Manufacture of Structural Metal 
Products, Tanks, Reservoirs and Steam Generators During 
1998-99 TO 2013-14

Net Return on Capital :

Table 4 presents the estimates of the yearly trends 
in the net return on capital (i.e. Long-Run Net 
Profitability) in the Indian Non - traditional 
manufacturing industries for the period 1998-99 
to 2013-14. 

• On the whole the industries engaged in the 
manufacture of Non-Traditional products for 
the period have secured a moderate net 
return on capital with relatively better 
uniformity characterizing the seven three 
digit level Non - traditional manufacturing 

Diagram – 4.1

Net Return On Capital Manufacture Of Refined Petroleum 
Products During 1998-99 TO 2013-14

Diagram - 4.2

Net Return On Capital Manufacture Of Other Chemical 
Products During 1998-99 TO 2013-14

Diagram - 4.3

Net Return on Capital Manufacture of Rubber Products 
During 1998-99 to 2013-14

Diagram - 4.4

Net Return on Capital Manufacture of Glass And Glass 
Products During 1998-99 to 2013-14



Traditional industries in India by way of tax 
reforms, long term loans, and support to 
technological advancement.

• Since the existing industries are suffer from 
low profitability, the study recommends to 
reduce the level of foreign direct investment.  
Or the foreign direct investment can be made 
on the existing industries, so that the existing 
industries can uplift their technology and 
increase the profit level.
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industries during the period in reference. 

• The level of long-run net profitability was 
not encouraging. 

• On the whole a negative growth rate of 
average net return on capital in the Non - 
traditional industries was found during the 
study period viz. 1998-99 to 2013-14. 

• Our analysis shows that the cross section 
mean values in the following years viz., 
2000-01, 2002-03, 2003-04,and 2012-13 
being associated with better mean rates in the 
net return on capital in the Indian Traditional  
industries. This reflects the industrial revival. 

• The inter-industry variations during the years 
viz., 1998-99, 1999-2000, 2001-02, 2004-05 
to 2011-12 and 2013-14 was marked by better 
uniformity among the three digit industries in 
regard to their long-run net profitability. 

Conclusions :

• The level of short-run and long run 
profitability of the select Non-Traditional 
industries in reference has obtained an 
average profitability during the period in 
reference. This is not an encouraging 
situation for the Non- Traditional Industries 
in India.

• On the whole the study found certain degree 
of uniformity characterizing in all the four 
parameter among the constituent industries 
in reference. 

• In overall analysis the study indicates that in 
all the four models, the industries in 
reference secure moderate profitability and 
better uniformity during the study period.

• Even though the level of profitability was not 
encouraging the stability of the selected non-
traditional industries in reference during the 
study period is encouraging.

• On the whole a negative growth rate was 
registered in all the four parameters viz., 
Gross Price-Cost Margin, Net Price-Cost 
Margin, Gross Return on Capital and Net 
Return on Capital in the Non - traditional 
industries during the study period viz. 1998-
99 to 2013-14. 

Recommendations :

• The study recommends the government to 
take necessary steps to safe guard the Non-



Introduction :

According to Prevention of Child Marriage Act, 
2006 (PCMA), the legal age of marriage for girls 
is 18 years and for boys is 21 years in India. 
However, in West Bengal the child marriage rate 
is astonishing 54.7%, as per a study conducted by 
DLHS - 3 during the 2007 - 08 clearly stated 
every one out of two girls of West Bengal married 
off before they attained their 18th birthday. It’s a 
practice which affecting more girls than boys. 
Child marriage is most significant form of sexual 
abuse which affects both girls and their child’s 
health. Not only health, it’s also destroying their 
future opportunity of any development 
whatsoever (www.wbkanyashree.gov.in).

As a matter of fact, the child marriage and school 
drop-out goes hand-in-hand. In another study 
conducted by NFHS-III during 2005 - 06 in West 
Bengal 85% of girl students belong to age group 
of 6 - 10 years and only 33% of girl students 
belong to the age group of 15 - 17 years. Since 
secondary education is not free and that’s why 
most parents don’t prefer to invest in their 
daughters’ education and marry them off at an 
early age; because according to them it’s going to 
ensure the safety for both the girls and her family. 
However, in reality that crippled these girls both 
socially and economically (www.wbkanyashree 
.gov.in).

Despite the rigorous anti - child marriage 
campaign conducted by Department and Social 
Welfare and Child Development (DWD) after 
enactment of PCMA, 2006 the overall picture of 
child marriage scenario did not change a bit. 
Since the root cause of child marriage is poverty 
that’s why it was quite evident that legal 
provision and social awareness itself is not 
enough to solve that problem. Another 
complication is India’s multiple religious laws 
which denote different age as the marriageable 
age. Apart from that this so-called age-old 
practice of child bride is another off - spring of 
patriarchal mindset and that’s why that project 
itself is in the best interest of girl child 
(www.wbkanyashree.gov.in).

Under such circumstances Kanyashree Prakalpa 

Abstract :

Kanyashree Scheme is one of the most popular 
social welfare schemes of West Bengal 
government. It was awarded first price by United 
Nations under the category: ‘Reaching the 
Poorest and Most Vulnerable through Inclusive 
Services and Participation’. The main objective 
of that scheme was preventing child marriage 
among girls and encouraging them for attaining 
education or any vocational training by 
incentivizing them with cash rewards. The 
objective of the present study was analyzing the 
effectiveness of that scheme as an empowerment 
tool and above all how that cash rewards enabling 
them to adapt with the modern education and 
meanwhile how it shaping their professional 
ambition. The present study was conducted 
among 300 randomly selected girls students age 
between 13 years to 18 years from total 12 rural 
girls schools among 4 different districts of West 
Bengal. The study shows many participants don’t 
have any clear knowledge of the criterion of that 
scholarship; these beneficiaries are clearly 
clueless about their future and many of them have 
no specific career plans or any unconventional 
professional ambition because they even don’t 
know anything about career counseling or get to 
know any career councilors. The present study 
also reveals the disproportionate numbers of 
participants are aiming for ‘secure’ government 
jobs and given present scenario it’s clearly visible 
that very few participants have clear knowledge 
about the education of college and university 
level and it proves as an empowerment tool 
Kanyashree has very limited effectiveness and 
that huge fund have only increased awareness 
about child marriage among the parents of girl 
child and apart from that it could not add any 
additional benefits at all. The further study should 
be conducted among urban girl school and 
comparison of same kind of awareness between 
boys and girls also essential.

Keywords : Kanyashree Scheme, Child 
Marriage, Women Empowerment, Women 
Education, West Bengal Government, Gender 
and Development
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received United Nation’s Public Service Award 
held at The Hague, Netherlands under the Asia - 
Pacific group for the category: “Reaching the 
Poorest and Most Vulnerable through Inclusive 
Services and Participation”. The Kanyashree 
Prakalpa Scheme of West Bengal comes first 
among the 552 project nominations received by 
the UN formed by 62 countries (www.current 
affairs.gktoday.in).

A report published on The Times of India on 29th 
July 2017, we came to know that on 28th July, 
2017 when Chief Minister of West Bengal Ms. 
Mamta Banerjee were attending an event to 
celebrate the United Nations Public Service 
award winning ceremony in West Bengal then 
she announced her government would extend the 
Kanyashree Scheme benefits in the higher 
education as well and girls who are pursuing post 
graduation government would provide them 
monthly scholarship. The amount of scholarship 
would be Rs. 2, 500/- / month for science students 
and Rs. 2, 000/- / month for arts students.

According to DLHS - 4 survey conducted during 
2002 - 13 revealed that in West Bengal the 
percentage of girls getting married before 
adulthood is 32.1% (36.3% in rural areas and 
21.3% in urban areas) which was much lower 
(54.7%) than DLHS - 3 survey conducted during 
2007 - 08. Meanwhile 2011 census revealed in 
West Bengal child bride rate is more than 40% 
which is much higher than national average of 
30%. However, in West Bengal the admission of 
girl students in higher secondary level is quite 
low. As per the selected Educational Statistics 
(2010 - 11) published by MoHRD, Government 
of India, the Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) for 
girls gradually decrease from 88% at elementary 
level (VI - VIII) to 59% at high school level (IX - 
X) and 33.3% at higher secondary level (XI-XII). 
That means more girls are leaving school when 
they are in higher education (www.wbk 
anyashree.gov.in).

Another survey conducted by DISE Flash 
Statistics during 2013 - 14 at upper primary level 
drop - out level for boys were 6.3% and drop - out 
level for girls and girls were 4.2%. However, at 
the secondary level this trend is revered, 
adolescent boys’ drop - out rates at higher 
secondary level is 15% and 19.4% for adolescent 
girls. Many parents of daughters find daughters’ 
education an illogical investment and prefer to 
marry them off at the early age in hope of a more 

was launched by the Government of West Bengal 
in the year 2013. Basically it’s a conditional cash 
transfer scheme for the girls to encourage them to 
continue their study till secondary or higher 
secondary education or equivalent technical or 
vocational training. That scheme is only 
applicable for those girls who are continuing their 
study or vocational or technical education till the 
age of 18 years and did not get married. The basic 
purpose of that scheme is empowering the girl 
child and that’s why the scheme benefits directly 
goes to the girls account in her name. Apart from 
that there is personality development programs 
such as events, competitions and Kanyashree 
clubs are also working in the society to promote 
social and Psychological empowerment. The 
target of these activities is ensuring development 
of the human being who is more aware about her 
rights and duties and can perform responsibly in 
the society as a mature adult (www.wbk 
anyashree.gov.in). 

The Kanyashree Scheme has two kind of 
conditional cash transfer and these two are as 
follows (www.wbkanyashree.gov.in):-

i.  Annual Incentives of Rs. 750/- to be paid 
annually to the girls in the age group of 13 to 
18 years (studying in Class - viii equivalent 
or above) for every year that they remained 
in the education provided they are unmarried 
at the time.  

ii. The second is a One-Time Grant of Rs. 
25,000/- to be paid after a girl turn 18 years, 
provided that she was engaged in an 
academic or occupational pursuit and was 
unmarried. 

The term ‘education’ encompasses secondary, 
higher secondary, equivalent vocational, 
technical and sports courses available for this age 
group. This scheme is only applicable to those 
where annual income is not more than Rs. 1, 20, 
000/-. However, for special needs girls and girls 
living in J.J.Homes all the criterion have been 
waived. As per information given on 
www.wbkanyashree.gov.in on 06.07.2018 West 
Bengal state government have registered total 16, 
679 institutions under that scheme. Total 1, 22, 
86, 479 girl students have applied for that scheme 
and government has sanctioned 1, 19, 37, 939 
applications and total 48, 78, 035 unique 
beneficiaries have received the award. 

Most glorious part of that scheme is it has 



empowerment tool for girl school students or to 
be more precise how much it has contributed to 
spread awareness about modern education and 
career options? In order to understand that 
problem following topics needs to be discussed: -

- To analyze the demographic situation of the 
girls high school students

- To analyze the general awareness about 
Kanyashree Scheme among the girls of high 
school students

- To analyze the specific career plan of 
Kanyashree Scheme beneficiaries

- To identify the presence of a potential career 
counselor for each girl student of high 
schools

- To analyze the basic knowledge about higher 
studies (e.g. graduation and post graduation) 
among girl students of high schools.

Materials and Methods :

The present study was conducted on 300 
randomly selected girls’ schools students of four 
districts of West Bengal state which is the capital 
of the state. Three different state government 
sponsored girls schools were selected from each 
district and total 12 state government sponsored 
girls schools were selected from four different 
districts and among those schools the subjects of 
study were the girls students of 8th standard, 9th 
standard, 10th standard, 11th standard and 12th 
standard and 5 participants were selected from 
each standard of every school. Hence total 60 
participants were selected from each standard. To 
be more precise the participants from each 
standard were as accordingly: 8th standard (n = 
60), 9th standard (n = 60), 10th standard (n = 60), 
11th standard (n = 60) and 12th standard (n = 60).

The primary data collection instruments were 
interview based on a questionnaire. The 
questionnaire was a combination of both 
structured and unstructured type questions. Apart 
from primary data the secondary data was 
collected through observation reports of 
corresponding teachers who have conducted the 
interview among the participants.

Results :

The following study was conducted on 300 
students of 12 schools catered in four different 
districts of West Bangal other than the capital city 

secure future. Though, in reality early marriages 
of girl child destroys their every possibilities of 
economic and social prosperity. Since, secondary 
education is not free that’s why many parents of 
daughters don’t consider further investment in 
girls’ education and without education or 
vocational training these women remained 
unskilled - works as unskilled labours in event of 
any financial emergency. 

Child marriage is another reason of maternal ill 
health and maternal and neo-natal mortality. 
Generally child marriage lead to early 
pregnancies and the end result of vicious tradition 
is neonatal and/or maternal death or poor health 
of both mother and underweight babies. Research 
shows underweight babies brains don’t develop 
normally. Therefore that evil tradition of child 
marriage can destroy the system like a parasite. 
Around 25% girls of West Bengal aged between 
15 years to 19 years are found either married with 
children or married and pregnant with first baby. 
The average child pregnancy rate of West Bengal 
is much higher than national 16% average child 
pregnancy rate. According to the survey 
Murshidabad and Malda these two districts are 
most vulnerable districts among India for both 
sex trafficking and child marriage. It may looks as 
a coincident, but the chilling reality is often sex 
traffickers lure poor parents with the bait of easy 
marriage.

However, most significant finding of that study 
was the minimum awareness level about the 
future career among the beneficiaries of that 
government scheme. To be more precise most of 
the beneficiaries are not aware enough about the 
career options and that’s why they can’t figure out 
how to use that one time grant in their lives.

The study conducted by A. Sen and A. Dutta 
clearly shows Kanyashree has significantly 
reduced the percentage of underage marriage 
among girl child in West Bengal State. However, 
further push from both government and 
beneficiaries’ side is required for a complete 
result.

Research Objectives : 

Kanyashree Scheme has changed the child 
marriage statistic of West Bengal significantly by 
promoting cash rewards for those marginalized 
girl students who are potential victims of it. 
However, the objective of that study was to 
analyze the contribution of that scheme as an 



Figure - 2 : Age Profile (Yrs) 

Figure - 3 : Educational Profile

According to Figure - 1 it is clearly visible that 
equal number of participants were taken from all 
the four districts of West Bengal.

As per Figure - 2 we can see almost five out of ten 
participants’ age group is 16 years - 19 years.

As per Figure - 3 it is clearly visible that equal 
number of participants were taken from 8th 
Standard to 12th Standard for the purpose of 
present study.

   

of Kolkata and the data analysis of the 
respondents responses are as follows: -

1. The demographic situation of the girls’ high 
school students :

Figure - 1 : Geographical Profile

Figure - 4: Parent’s Qualification

According to Figure - 4 it is clearly visible that five out of ten participants’ mothers have not 
completed their school education and on the other hand more than four out of ten participants’ fathers 
have completed their school education.

 

Figure - 5: Parent’s Profession

As per Figure - 5 it is clearly visible that around seven out of ten participants’ mothers are 
homemakers and more than seven out of ten participants’ fathers are self employed.

  

          Figure - 6 : Monthly Family Income                                       Figure - 7 : Size of Family   



Figure - 9: Marriage Before 18 Yrs - Previous 
Generation

From Figure - 8 it is clearly visible that from 
present generation 17% participants are 
experiencing pressure for marriage before 18 
years of age and 83% participants don’t face the 
pressure of marriage before 18 years of age.

From Figure - 9 it is clearly visible that 
participants have agreed that 64% women of their 
families from previous generation have 
experienced pressure of marriage before they 
attained 18 years. 

According to Figure - 6 we can see 31% 
participants’ family income is anywhere above 
3001 INR - 5000 INR per month and on the 
contrary 15% participants’ family income is 
anywhere above 7501 INR - 10000 INR per 
month.

According to Figure - 7 it is clearly visible that 
66% participants’ family size is anywhere 
between 3 to 4 family members.

  

Figure - 8 : Marriage Before 18 Yrs - Present 
Generation

2. General awareness about Kanyashree Scheme among the girls of high school students :

Figure - 10 : Basic Awareness about Regular Benefits - Kanyashree Scheme

As per Figure - 10 it is clearly visible that 73% participants have agreed under Kanyashree Scheme 
participants get 750 INR per year.

 

Figure - 11 :  Eligibility for 25000 INR Scholarships

From Figure - 11 it is clearly visible that near about one out of each two participants don’t have any clear 
idea about the eligibility criteria for the Kanyashree Scholarship.

 

Figure - 12 : Reasons behind Government Support

 According to Figure - 12 it is apparently visible that more than one out of each two participants doesn’t 
know the exact reason lies behind that Government scholarship.

 



On Figure - 16 it is clearly visible that more than three out of ten participants don’t have any specific 
career plan and between 11th Standard and 12th Standard nearly one out of four participants were not 
working on anything constructive to boost their career.

 

Figure - 17 : Future Ambition

Among participants most popular future ambition (Figure - 17) is Government service and 38% 
participants have expressed their willingness to become Government school teacher and 17% 
participants have expressed their interest to work in Government sectors only.

Figure - 13 : Criteria for Scholarship

From Figure - 13 it is clearly visible that more than one out of two participants could not mention a 
clear criteria for Government scholarship.

3. To analyze the specific career plan of beneficiaries of Kanyashree Scheme -

 

Figure - 14 : Future Plan of Beneficiaries with Kanyashree Scholarship

From Figure - 14 it’s clearly visible that only 43% participants have expressed their intention of 
continuing further higher study with the money they would get under Kanyashree Scholarship.

 

Figure - 15 : Preferred Subject Stream at 11th Standard

According to Figure - 15 among the participants from 8th Standard to 12th Standard more than four 
out of ten have voted for Arts subjects as their most favorite stream, on the contrary nearly one out of 
ten participants are simply clueless on that matter even at 10th Standard.

 

Figure - 16 : Planning About Career



Figure - 20 : Relation with Career Councilor

According to Figure - 20 it’s clearly visible that 32% participants don’t have any career councilors 
and on the contrary only 1% participants have agreed that they had the opportunity to meet 
professional career councilors. Meanwhile 67% participants’ are fortunate enough to get guidance on 
their career from parent (s)/sibling (s), relative / family friend and school / private teacher.

 

Figure - 21 : Educational Qualification of Career Councilor

According to Figure - 21 it is clearly visible that 32% participants don’t get any support from the 
career councilor. The qualification of 40% career councilors are Bachelor Degree, Master Degree or 
any other professional degree and meanwhile the profession of 28% career councilors are anywhere 
between primary to high school.

5. The basic knowledge about higher education (e.g. graduation and post - graduation) among girl 
students :

 

Figure - 18 : Pressure for Marriage from Family Members

From Figure - 18 it’s clearly visible that between 8th Standard to 10th Standard less than one out of six 
participants feel the pressure of marriage to some extent from their family members and on the other 
hand from 11th Standard to 12th Standard near about three out of four participants feel the pressure of 
marriage from their family members.

4. To identify the process of a potential career councilor for each girl student of high school: -

 

Figure - 19 : Presence of Career Councilor

From Figure - 19 we can see between 8th Standard to 10th Standard more than one out of two 
participants don’t have any career councilor who is providing guidance on career, on the contrary 
between 11th Standard to 12th Standard each one out of four participants don’t have anyone to guide 
them in their career.



Figure - 22 : Basic Knowledge about Higher Education

As per Figure - 22 it is clearly visible that only 44% participants have exact idea about steps of higher 
education and on the contrary remaining participants does not have any idea about the steps of higher 
education.

    

Figure - 23 : Basic Knowledge about Subjects of Higher Secondary

According to Figure - 23 it’s clearly visible that 48% participants could identify Political Science 
comes under Arts group, 56% participants could identify Accountancy comes under Commerce 
group and 67% could identify Zoology comes under Science group; meanwhile rest of the 
participants could not give the correct answers of these basic questions. On the other hand 69% 
participants have the notion that Astrology is a UGC approved subject.

Discussion and Recommendation : 

The Kanyashree is a Scholarship Scheme introduced by West Bengal Government to encourage girl 
education. The present study was conducted on four different districts of West Bengal and equal 
numbers of participants were selected from each district except the district of Kolkata which is the 
capital of West Bengal. The participants are teenagers and to be more precise the age groups of 
participants are between thirteen years to nineteen years. For the convenience of the study equal 
numbers of participants were taken from each five standards and those are 8th Standard, 9th Standard, 
10th Standard, 11th Standard and 12th Standard.

Comparative analysis of parents’ qualification is quite significant, since it shows average fathers of 
participants are slightly less qualified then mothers. The reason behind that qualification differences 
are probably lies in changes of the deep rooted mindset of our society. Although in college and 



Perhaps one of the most shocking replies came 
from students when they were asked about the 
reasons behind that Government support as they 
are getting under Kanyashree Scholarship 
Scheme. Whereas maximum number of 
participants believes the reason behind that 
support is mostly prevention of child marriage 
and providing the cost of higher education. 
Meanwhile there are few as well who believe the 
purpose of that Government support is mostly to 
meet the cost of marriage and there are few other 
participants as well who are absolutely clueless 
about the purpose of that scholarship. However 
most positive aspect of that part of the study is 
here also awareness level gradually increase 
towards the right direction with the age.

Case Example - B :  Radha (name changed) is the 
student of a West Bengal state government 
sponsored school and studying at 9th Standard 
and she thinks the purpose of Kanyashree 
Scholarship worth 25000 INR is to sponsor the 
cost of her marriage.

The next question was asked to the participants 
about the basic criteria of Kanyashree 
Scholarships and unfortunately many 
participants are not sure about the basic criteria 
and many even believe they are eligible to get the 
scholarship if they get married before attaining 18 
years of age.; though the awareness about 
Kanyashree Scholarship Scheme is much clearer 
among the elder participants then the younger 
participants. This part of the study shows general 
awareness about Kanyashree Scheme is 
relatively much higher among the students of 
upper standards then the lower standards’ 
students.

The next purpose of the study is analyzing the 
specific career plan of the Kanyashree Scheme 
beneficiaries or to be more precise whether they 
have any future plan at all. It’s clearly visible that 
although most of the participants are planning to 
continue their further study; however at the same 
time there are many others who are planning to 
support their family when they are in need or to 
support the cost of their own marriage. At the 
same time there were few such participants as 
well who has no plan yet and few others who are 
planning to start a small business with these 
lump-sum scholarship. Among the older 
participants the wish of continuation of higher 
education is slightly higher, otherwise overall 

university level fathers of participants are doing 
better than the mothers of participants. 
Professional profiles of participants’ parents is 
also quite significant since it clearly shows most 
of the mothers are homemakers and most of the 
fathers are self-employed and almost equal 
number of participants’ parents are engaged in 
private sectors as fulltime employees.  The 
present study was conducted among the lower 
income group. On the contrary most of the 
families are small in size which is also a quite 
positive sign.

Next crucial question was about the history of 
marriage within the families. According to the 
present study among the present generation of the 
participants the tendency of getting married 
before 18 years of age is much lower whereas 
among the previous generation of participants the 
tendency of getting married before the age of 18 
years was pretty high and it clearly shows the 
patriarchal mindset of the society is changing 
pretty fast.

The next objective of present study was ensuring 
the general awareness about the Kanyashree 
Scheme among the girls of high school students. 
This present study shows everyone out of four 
participants does not know under the scheme how 
much they are entitled to get annually under the 
same scheme and that unawareness is prevalent 
among the younger students which are an 
affirmative sign in itself; because study clearly 
shows awareness gradually increases with the 
age of the participants.

Almost half participants are not sure about the 
eligibility criteria to receive 25000 INR 
scholarships correctly and that’s why their 
responses were contradictory with the actual 
criteria of that lump - sum scholarship of 25000 
INR. However, the positive aspect is the students 
of higher classes have answered more 
confidently the actual eligibility criteria of 
Kanyashree Scholarship of 25000 INR is 
attaining the 18 years of age, continuation of 
study and/or any Government registered 
vocational course and most important remaining 
unmarried.

Case Example - A :  Puja (name changed) is the 
student of 8th Standard and she believes the 
criteria for Kanyashree Scholarship worth 25000 
INR is successful completion of 12th Standard 
examination.



Case Example - D :  Nandini (name changed) is 
studying at 11th Standard and she has chosen Arts 
subjects; though she wanted to study Science 
subjects when she was in 10th Standard, but later 
she changed her mind and chose Arts subjects 
because she believed Science subjects would be 
too much for her to comprehend. Presently she 
and her parents both have doubts that whether 
they should invest in her higher study or not; 
since for Arts students there is not much scope or 
opportunities of progress in career. Under such 
circumstances her family is even contemplating 
about her marriage after board examination.

This part of the study clearly shows many 
participants don’t have any clear future plan and 
most of the participants prefer Arts and 
Commerce subjects at 11th Standard but they 
don’t have any clear future ambition about their 
career. The reason behind that cluelessness is 
mostly ignorance of participants; to be more 
precise their vision is mostly limited to 
Government Services only because they are not 
aware about various career opportunities those 
are currently available. The present study also 
clarifies a crucial fact and that is the pressure 
comes from the family members. However, 
family members have realized child marriage is a 
criminal offence but they didn’t realize the 
importance of women empowerment.

So far study has clarified many participants don’t 
have any concrete career objectives and that’s 
why the present section reveals the presence of a 
potential career councilor in the participants life. 
It shows there are many who are studying without 
any career objectives because there is no one in 
their lives who would provide them a clear career 
objective, meanwhile there are many participants 
who has someone who is providing career advice.

The people who are providing direction to these 
participants are mostly relatives or family 
friends, parent (s) or sibling (s) and school or 
private teacher. No one is taking career advice 
from any professional career councilor and most 
participants are not even aware about the 
existence of professional career councilors.

Perhaps most alarming fact is the qualifications 
of career councilors; present study shows few 
career councilors have not even completed their 
high school. Therefore the capability of these 
people to perform the task of a career councilor is 
quite questionable. At the same time the other 

study shows most of the participants have not set 
any direction of their career with the help of this 
scholarship money.

Case Example - C :  Ruma (name changed) is 
studying at 12th Standard and she does not have 
any clear plan for her future career and she seems 
pretty confused whenever it comes to taking 
decision about her own future profession.

Most remarkable fact is the participants who are 
in 8th Standard prefer to study Science subjects 
and on the other hand the students of 11th 
Standard are prone to study Arts subjects. The 
shift of preference from Science subjects to the 
Arts subjects is a clear indication that many 
students don’t have any idea about the syllabus of 
Science subjects and they apparently get the clear 
idea about the intense study required to meet the 
demand of Science subjects later. Those students 
find Arts subjects relatively easy to study and 
many of those students have clear idea about their 
next steps of career and on the other hand there 
are few others students who are clueless about 
next steps even till 10th standard.

The next part of the study shows participants of 
8th Standard are mostly directionless about their 
future career and the situation developed slowly 
in the following standards. However the students 
of 11th Standard and 12th Standard are mostly 
studying with a career plan; meanwhile there are 
a considerable number of participants could not 
specify a career plan that they are currently 
working on.

The most obvious next question was the future 
ambition of these participants and the responses 
came from participants clearly shows for 
maximum participants teaching profession is the 
most preferable jobs along with other ‘secured’ 
Government Services. This part of the study 
shows that clearly the participants don’t know 
about various kinds of career options that are 
available to them and what they need to do in 
order to pursue those varieties careers.

In next part of the study it’s clearly visible that 
marriage pressure is much higher in 11th 
Standard and 12th Standard then the lower 
standards. Although the level of pressure is not 
profound for each and every students, but still the 
participants experience that pressure of marriage 
in different levels which is enough to destroy 
their mental peace.



preventing child marriage is West Bengal and the 
present study shows the scholarship amount has 
increased the level of awareness against child 
marriage among the girl school students and their 
parents but at the same time that huge fund should 
not be wasted only to prevent the child marriage. 
At the same time it’s also not clear that whether 
the scholarship amount has only manipulated the 
situation and now parents pressurize their 
daughters to marry once they get that scholarship; 
since study already shows many participants 
feels pressure of marriage and that pressure 
increase astronomically at 11th and 12th 
standard.

The purpose of the Kanyashree Scholarship 
should be spreading the awareness about higher 
education among the girl students. However, 
since every student is not intellectually capable to 
pursue higher education therefore there should be 
provision of varieties kind of vocational training 
as well. The students should get exposure to 
various kinds of professions at an early age which 
will enable them to set the future direction of their 
career and fewer students would be dependent on 
government services.

Most importantly each and every school should 
have professional career consultants and these 
students should have access to that career 
counseling and the purpose of career councilor 
would be talent evaluation of each and every 
students and setting a career goal for those 
students. Apart from that the other most 
important task of these career councilors would 
be ensuring spreading awareness about 
economical independence among each and every 
girl students. Career councilors also have to work 
as mediator between parents and students and 
have to convey the career aspiration and the 
potentiality of these students to their guardians.

At last the huge scholarship under Kanyashree 
Scholarship that West Bengal Government is 
distributing among girl school students would be 
sheer waste of money if it fails to develop the life 
of these girls and here development means 
economical and emotional development 
altogether which would increase the confidence 
of girls students and as a result they would emerge 
as the contributing members of the society.

Conclusion :  Kanyashree Scheme is apparently 
the most popular social welfare scheme of West 
Bengal Government. The initial purpose of that 

people who are providing career direction to the 
participants often don’t recognize the inner 
potentiality of those participants who are 
directing themselves seems most directionless 
about their career.

Case Example - E : Kajol (name changed) is 
studying at 12th standard in Science section and 
her career councilor is her elder brother who is an 
engineer and working in public sector. Her 
brother wants her to pursue career in engineering 
and follow his career path. On the contrary she 
wants to become a journalist but she does not 
know which subject she should study in order to 
pursue a career in journalism

The study also revealed many students does not 
have any clear idea about higher education and 
they could not answer correctly the order of 
higher education as ‘Bachelor - Master - PhD’. 
However students of higher standards are more 
aware about the graduation and post - graduation 
level education but that’s not applicable for all the 
students. The lack of proper guidance is the 
reason behind that ignorance.

The next part of the study was analyzing the 
general knowledge of all these students and in 
order to do that they were asked few basic 
questions on the higher education. The present 
study shows awareness regarding higher study 
among the students of 8th to 10th standard is 
relatively much lower. Many of them identifies 
Political Science as a part of Science or 
Commerce subjects; Accountancy as a part of 
Science or Arts subjects and Zoology as a part of 
Arts or Commerce subjects. However the 
awareness level increases in 11th and 12th 
standards. That indicates these participants they 
don’t receive any orientation regarding higher 
study till 10th standard. That indicates these 
participants they don’t get any orientation 
regarding higher study till 10th standard. That 
level of ignorance proves to be a great hindrance 
on the way of their higher study.

The level of ignorance could be seen on another 
instances where each of the participants were 
asked whether Astrology is a legitimate 
University Grant Commission (UGC) approved 
subjects and most of the participants from 8th 
standard to 12th standard replied it is a UGC 
approved subject and could be studied at higher 
level.

The purpose of the Kanyashree Scholarship was 
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scheme was preventing child marriage in 
specially the girl child and study shows it has 
succeeded in that mission and in West Bengal 
now parents of girl child are more aware about 
negative side of child marriage. However, that 
scheme could not empower these students with 
the knowledge of modern day’s education and 
professions. This study shows the beneficiary 
girls are totally clueless about their future and 
they don’t have much plausible ambition about 
their career as well. Therefore, according to the 
present study as an empowerment tool that 
scheme is not much effective yet and at the same 
time the suggestion has been given for further 
elaborate career counseling to ensure the holistic 
development of these students in order to include 
them with the mainstream society and develop 
them as the contributing citizens of India. The 
career counselors also have to curb the 
communication gap between the students and 
their parents and have to convey the career 
aspirations of these students to their parents. 
Further study also needed to understand the 
difference between the awareness level of boys 
and girls students of both urban and rural areas.
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are defined by their non-rational and 
extraordinary qualities”.         -  Schumpeter

Introduction :

There is a growing interest in nurturing 
entrepreneurial activities because of the rising 
problems of unemployment. Entrepreneurs are 
those people who seek to generate value through 
the creation or expansion of economic activity, by 
identifying and exploiting new products, 
processes or markets. 

The role of women within the entrepreneurial 
environment is of significant importance. The 
women entrepreneurs have engaged as an 
untapped source of economic growth during the 
last decade. They not only create jobs for them 
and other but also provide society, with different 
solution to management, organisation and 
business problems as well as to the exploitation of 
entrepreneurial opportunities. However, they still 
represent a minority of all entrepreneurs as a 
secret of which there exists a market failure 
discriminating against women’s possibility to 
become a successful entrepreneur. This failure 
has to be addressed by policy makers successful 
entrepreneurs have been neglected both in 
society in general as well as social science. The 
women have only lower rate of participation in 
entrepreneurial activates. Due to this unique role, 
the role the field of women entrepreneurship has 
emerged as an important research area over the 
years. Women entrepreneurship has become a 
contemporary concept of business world. It is 
estimated that women entrepreneurs presently 
compromise about 10% of the total number of 
entrepreneurs in India with the percentage 
growing every year. If the prevailing trends 
continue it is likely that in another five years, 
women will comprise 20% of the entrepreneurial 
force. 

Objective : 

This paper serves the following objectives.

- To comprehend the knowledge of women 
entrepreneurs.

- To know the nature of women enterprise.

Abstract :  

The role of women within the entrepreneurial 
environment is of significant importance. The 
women entrepreneurs have engaged as an 
untapped source of economic growth during the 
last decade. They not only create jobs for them 
and other but also provide society, with different 
solution to management, organisation and 
business problems as well as to the exploitation of 
entrepreneurial opportunities. However, they still 
represent a minority of all entrepreneurs as a 
secret of which there exists a market failure 
discriminating against women’s possibility to 
become a successful entrepreneur. This failure 
has to be addressed by policy makers successful 
entrepreneurs have been neglected both in 
society in general as well as social science. The 
women have only lower rate of participation in 
entrepreneurial activates. Due to this unique role, 
the role the field of women entrepreneurship has 
emerged as an important research area over the 
years.

In category of problems associated with 
managing the business, major problems 
ascertained is arrangement of finance. Lack of 
technical expertise, finding out customers and 
risk associated with business are the major 
concerns. Thus, it could be finally interpreted that 
family and social issues are the major hurdles in 
the growth of women entrepreneurs followed by 
arrangement of finance, lack of technical 
expertise, risk associated with business. 

The women entrepreneur works in an 
u n f a v o u r a b l e  b u s i n e s s  e n v i r o n m e n t  
characterized by corruption, infrastructure 
deficiencies and financial problems. The women 
are also constrained by their roles of wives, 
mothers and business women. In addition, the 
importance of management experience and 
ability to take calculated risks are the risks that 
have been identified by women entrepreneur.

“The individual entrepreneur embodies the 
innovation function in society and stands out a 
leader in an otherwise equilibrating world of 
habitual actors. Contrary to the rest of the 
population, entrepreneurs are creative actors who 
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result of research. These findings were partly 
confirmed by Simon et al. (2000) who found that 
overconfidence and belief in the law of small 
numbers reduced people’s risk perception and 
increased the likelihood of starting a venture.

Baron (1998), argues that entrepreneurs often act 
in highly stressful environments and therefore 
make a number of cognitive errors that they 
would not make in less pressing situations. The 
proposed cognitive errors are based on the 
cognitive psychology literature but are not 
empirically tested on entrepreneurs. Among the 
biases proposed is affect infusion, which means 
that thoughts and decisions are more strongly 
impacted by emotions when situations are novel 
and demand reflection, something that is 
common with entrepreneurs. Another is self-
serving bias, which means that entrepreneurs 
tend to attribute successful outcomes to 
themselves and negative outcomes to external 
factors .  The planning fa l lacy makes 
entrepreneurs underestimate the time things will 
take to complete, since previous time-overruns 
are seldom taken into account. The final bias is 
escalating commitment, which means that initial 
investments of time, effort and resources, as well 
as a deep personal engagement, often make it 
hard for an entrepreneur to pull out of a venture 
that does poorly. 

Findings :

The problems and the common issues were found 
common among the women entrepreneurs a 
sample of 100 women entrepreneurs was done by 
random sampling method. And the findings are as 
follows:

- Forms of Business organization : Sole 
trading concern is the most common form of 
business organization among the women 
entrepreneurs. In the survey 67 out of 100 
women are involved in sole trading concern. 
The second form of business is partnership 
firm. However, this form of business 
organization is not very much popular, as 
women in business are not properly 
educated. This is represented by 26% of 
respondents. Hence, these are two major 
forms of business enterprises in which 
women entrepreneur engage their business.

- Products : Homemade eatables are the 
popular category of products among the 

- To study the challenges faced by women 
entrepreneur.

- To study measures to overcome these 
problems.

Empirical References :

Much of the literature on entrepreneurship can be 
divided into two broad camps focusing on 
individuals and structure respectively. The firstly 
it seeks to explain the prevalence of entrepreneurs 
in terms of intimate psychological traits or how 
special characteristics are formed in certain 
groups and secondly, it highlights how social and 
cultural structures call forth entrepreneurs by 
providing opportunities for entrepreneurship.

Ketsdevries (1977), similarly argued that the 
entrepreneurial personality was the result of a 
particularly painful upbringing. Other 
researchers have sought the entrepreneurial 
personality in risk taking propensity, internal 
locus of control, tolerance for ambiguity, over 
optimism and need for autonomy.

Busenitz and Barney (1997), propose that 
entrepreneurs are more overconfident and more 
likely to generalize from small random samples 
than managers. Overconfidence exists when 
decision-makers are overly optimistic in their 
initial assessments of a situation and as a result 
are also slow to improve these assessments by 
incorporating additional information. It is argued 
that a high level of overconfidence can be 
positive in that it generally makes entrepreneurs 
more likely to act on opportunities. This is 
because overconfident entrepreneurs take action 
without necessarily having gathered all relevant 
information. 

The overconfidence breeds enthusiasm which in 
turn makes these entrepreneurs better at ‘selling’ 
their perceived opportunity in contacts with 
investors, suppliers, customers and other 
stakeholders. Entrepreneurs were also found to 
be more willing to generalize from small, non-
random samples. This also has positive effects on 
the pursuit of opportunities since entrepreneurs 
often make decisions based on personal 
interaction with only a very limited number of 
stakeholders, e.g. positive feedback from one or 
two potential customers. It also enables 
entrepreneurs to act swiftly on potential 
opportunities with a minimal risk of revealing 
key information, something that may happen as a 



generations of the respondents of survey are 
summarized in the pie chart.

Challenges of Women Entrepreneurship :

Research in the women entrepreneurship 
development in India by various people and 
institutes has identified some common problems 
w h i c h  a r e  t h e  o b s t a c l e s  t o  w o m e n  
entrepreneurship in India. In this part of the 
survey 200 women were interviewed to 
comprehend their perception on entrepreneurial 
activities conducted by women. Of these 200 
women, 100 are already into business with where 
survey was carried out and 100 other women are 
either home makers or on jobs or pursuing higher 
education but not interested in entrepreneurial 
activities, they are women non entrepreneurs. 
The survey among the two categories endeavours 
to seek firstly, the perception of women in general 
regarding what problem they think they can face 
if they enter into any kind of business venture and 
secondly to know what problem are being faced 
by most of the women entrepreneurs. These 
challenges can be categorized as: 

Functional Area Problems : These are the 
problems that are associated with operational 
activities in the venture. Being women, they have 
to play a dual balancing role with their venture as 
well as the family. So these matters are very much 
common. The following list depicts these 
problems.

• Finance : Money is the first hurdle in the 
woman entrepreneur’s operational zing of her 
plans. She approaches a bank with hope and 
confidence. Reality mostly turns out to be 
disillusioning. The banks are often unaware of 
the special incentive schemes available to women 
and do not even stock the application forms. 
Getting a loan sanctioned has been the night-mare 
of many of the women particularly with no 
contacts. So with no option left, the steps taken 
are selling of their jewellery or land or paying a 
larger amount of money to agents for getting loan 
sanctioned. Of the 100 women entrepreneurs 
surveyed, 73 consider arrangement of finance as 
the main hurdle. Similarly out of 100, 71 other 
women surveyed also considers finance as the 
main problem area. It is not easy for women to get 
a toe hold in the male dominated marketing area. 
Typically, she explores avenues familiar to her 
personal contacts, past work experience, contacts 
selective clients. With limited funds and support, 

women entrepreneurs. The products include 
pickles, jams, biscuits, murukku, peanut 
candy, papad, dhoklas, khakras, idlies, batter 
of idlies and dosa, sauce, tomato puries and 
so on. Almost 50% of the respondents in the 
survey conducted their business through 
products. Garments is the another famous 
concept among women entrepreneurs. This 
again includes tailoring, free lance, 
embroidery etc. 32% of the women are 
involved in the garment and alike products. 
Running beauty parlour and supplying 
beauty products like face packs, mehendhi 
and other cosmetic in business of seven 
women, respondent to the survey. Some 
women are involved into business of 
floriculture, manufacturing of toys, artificial 
jewellery and variety of paintings.

- Choosing the Business : In India, women 
join the business due to urgent needs. Some 
women join because either they are inspired 
or persuaded by other people. Prior 
experience in the field of ventures another 
reason that makes women to opt for business. 
56% women join the business because of the 
need and all other reasons acquire hardly 7% 
to 8% of the total population.

- Aid from Support Institutions : Number of 
women entrepreneurs lack knowledge about 
the support institutions and schemes 
developed for their benefit. This is mainly 
because of improper education and lack 
awareness. Only 8 women out of 100 are 
taking the of support institutions like DIC 
and EDP.   

- Type of Venture : Manufacturing is the 
common kind of venture observed in women 
entrepreneurs and training stands second. 
Some women are into the business of 
providing services also. As stated earlier, 
manufacturing activities mainly consist of 
homemade eatables and garments. The 
trading of garments, ready to eat food 
packages, floriculture, etc., comes under the 
category of trading venture. Service provider 
includes women running beauty parlours, 
cyber cafes, tuition classes, etc.

- Income : No doubt, Indian industry has 
witnessed million dollar income in case of 
women entrepreneurs. However, all the 
women are not very much lucky. The income 



is the response of the women entrepreneurs who 
are into the company or partnership form of 
business organization. Even 2 women of the 
hundred understand legal issues ass amongst the 
major complexities of business.  

• Government & Political Interference : 
Government shall act as proper apparatus to the 
entrepreneurs. On the contrary, government 
bureaucracy and red tapism is another 
obstruction in the development of women 
entrepreneurs. Like male, women entrepreneurs 
cannot easily take their stride of the government 
machinery such as needles delays and bribe 
taking. The same is represented in a chart given 
below where 3 women each from both the 
categories consider this as the major problem. 

• Ever Changing Technology : Another area 
where women enterprises are lagging behind is 
technology up-graduation: Due to limited funds, 
it is not easily possible for them to be at par with 
the ongoing technological changes in the 
business front. Though, in survey, only 3 women 
entrepreneurs and 4 other women talked about 
changing technology as the attribution which 
halts the business growth, this is a very serious 
matter if viewed with its deep insight.

• Risk in Managing Business : Risk is an 
added area of concern for every kind of 
entrepreneurs. The steps into the business are 
highly influenced by the risk taking capability of 
an entrepreneur. It has been discerned that, the 
r isk taking capabil i ty among women 
entrepreneurs is lowest that’s why many women 
opted in the survey this as the foremost dilemma.

• Lack of proper infrastructure :  
Marshalling the proper infrastructure is one 
amongst the important factors that contribute 
towards venture s success. However the women 
who are surrounded with lot of responsibilities 
find theory to set up a proper infrastructure. Due 
to unseemly set of infrastructure many a time 
opportunities do knock the doors but disappears 
as time waits for no one. Among 100 women 
entrepreneurs surveyed 16 reflect requirement of 
infrastructure as an unattached factor towards the 
augmentation of business. Almost the same 
number, exactly speaking 11 others woman 
believe in the same theory.

• Non Functional Problems : Some of the 
women feel that marriage as a problem in their 
career as it won’t be possible for them to prolong 

it is often difficult for her to find the right 
customers. If the customers are not easily 
available then problems of selling at cheaper rates 
persists into that doesn’t make any business 
sense. Of 100 women entrepreneurs in a survey, 
20 considers marketing as the main problem and 
other 16 women also have the same perspective

• Choosing supplier of inputs : Inputs, into 
any business venture is one of the important 
critical factor towards success, so as selection the 
proper customer. It has been observed that 
woman are not very much strong in choosing the 
proper  kind of suppliers due to this the quality of 
raw material desired is not obtainable. This 
becomes a serious problem for number of woman 
entrepreneurs. That’s why 9% of the women 
entrepreneurs consider selecting the raw material 
vendor as a major hurdle among all the 
operational activities. Even others 6% woman 
consider the same.

• Managing Staff : Some studies have clearly 
indicated that a women entrepreneur opts to 
employ women workers mainly. It is not possible 
for them to adjust with the male employees. Only 
few women entrepreneurs are exactly educated to 
manage the personnel in a right direction. The 
above graph indicates four women entrepreneurs 
consider managerial issues as a major problem. 
The same views of the two other women also.

• Lack of Knowledge in Technical 
Specification Requirement :  The knowledge of 
technical specifications requirements is often 
lagged by the women entrepreneurs. Under this 
category, managing production and locating the 
business. The management of production 
requires complete understanding of layouts and 
production types. Location is primarily 
concerned with the space from with the business 
operations can be conducted. In most of the cases 
it is observed that they begin their commercial 
activities, at least initially, in the available space 
of their residents. After finance, this is the second 
main area of concern for the women 
entrepreneurs. In the survey 21 women 
entrepreneurs and 28 other women opts this as the 
major area of concern.

Legal issues like property tax, income tax, sales 
tax, excise and other legal formalities are 
inseperably associated with every business 
venture. So, the women entrepreneurs opted for 
legal issues as a prime area to be looked for. This 



entrepreneurs. Women have to sense remote 
beyond than today’s societal attitude. For making 
sky as a limit, they have to traverse the precincts 
set by the society and their own psyche. The 
women who are into business have to build more 
positive mind set towards their business that will 
reinforce and materialize their efforts and 
willingness to run their business. Even other 
women who are scared at this phase for taking up 
entrepreneurial ventures also need to rethink on 
the same lines.

The study that throws line on the challenges faced 
by women entrepreneurs in Chennai and the 
implications are applicable to women 
entrepreneurs in whole of India. The women 
entrepreneur works in an unfavourable business 
environment characterized by corruption, 
infrastructure deficiencies and financial 
problems. The women are also constrained by 
their roles of wives, mothers and business 
women. In addition, the importance of 
management experience and ability to take 
calculated risks are the risks that have been 
identified by women entrepreneurs in Chennai 
city. In spite of various constraints affecting the 
start up and growth of business Chennai has 
witnessed a study in increase in the number of 
women entrepreneurs. The government should 
take initiative towards women to help them cope 
with infrastructural deficiencies. Consequently, 
promotion of women entrepreneurship would 
bring the level of unemployment down.

References : 

i. Acharya, M., (2016), Advance Researches in 
Home Science: research Paper presented at 
State level Seminar On Home Science, Shri J 
.M. Patel Arts & Smt. M.N. Patel, Commarce 
Mahila College, North Gujarat  University, 
Unjha

ii. Agrawal, S. Purohit, S. & Sharma, J., (2015), 
M o t i v a t i o n  S l u m  W o m e n  f o r  
entrepreneurship through Training Research 
Paper presentation on National conference, 
Organized by, Vigyan Samiti, Collaboration 
with Maharana Pratap University of 
Agriculture and Technology Udaipur, 
Sponsored by National Commission for 
women, New Delhi.

iii. Alterkar, A.S., (2009), The Position of 
Women in Hindu Civilization. Motilal 
Banarusidas Delhi.

their work after their marriage. Out of 100 
women entrepreneurs surveyed, 19 consider 
marriage as a problem for them while 13 women 
from the other category feel the same.

• Family Responsibilities :  Family 
responsibilities is also one of the major problem 
area for the women as they don’t get proper time 
to manage both career and their responsibilities 
towards their family as it supposed to be. Looking 
after their child, their family requirements and 
their expectations, it not possible for a woman to 
cope up with. At least the women should get 
proper support from their family members. Out of 
100 women, 37 women entrepreneurs and 36 
other category of women consider this as a 
hurdle. 

• Social Norms : India society is the place 
where women are treated as inferior to men. This 
is a disappointment for all the women who work 
and want to make their career a better one. Out of 
100 women, 11 of the women entrepreneurs and 
12 other category women feel that society acts as 
the barrier in their way of success. Some women 
are shy nature. They may feel themselves as 
inferior to the male dominated world. Same 
number of women in each category feels this as a 
problem.

Discussion :

In comparison of both the categories of problems 
women’s attitude is more negative towards 
family and social issues. Women who are into 
business and even non women entrepreneurs, 
both the groups have commented that problems 
related to family and social issues are worse than 
the problems associated with managing the 
business.

In category of problems associated with 
managing the business, major problems 
ascertained is arrangement of finance. Lack of 
technical expertise, finding out customers and 
risk associated with business are the major 
concerns. Thus, it could be finally interpreted that 
family and social issues are the major hurdles in 
the growth of women entrepreneurs followed by 
arrangement of finance, lack of technical 
expertise, risk associated with business.

Conclusion :

From the study, it is very much clear that, there 
are assortment of impediments in the course of 
intensification and maturity of women 



working married and Unmarried Women 
Research Paper Presented at the National 
Congress on Stress and Health hosted by 
Department of Psychology, Saurashtra 
University, Rajkot.

xvii.Chander, S.K., (1991), Development of 
Women Entrepreneurship in India – A Study 
of Public Policies and Programmers, Mittal 
Publication, New Delhi.

xviii. Chandra, P., (1993), Financial Management 
- Theory and Practice. Tata McGraw Hill 
Publishing, New Delhi. 

iv. Annonymous, (2008),Women  and  
Development  Planning,  Vikas Publishing, 
New Delhi.

v. Arulrj, M .R & Raja Samuel, S., (1995), 
Balance Multiple Roles. Child Care 
Strategiesof Women Working in the 
Unorganized Sector. in M.S. Shaminathan 
Research Foundation, Tamilnadu.

vi. Avery, A. A., (1980), Modern Guide to food 
Service Equipment .C.B.I. Publishing Inc.

vii. Awasthy, D.,(2001), Short Step , Long 
Leaps- Stories of Impact Making of Rural 
Entrepreneurs Tata McGraw Hill Publishing 
New, Delhi.

viii. Ayesha, M.I., (1982), New Status of Rural 
Women in India. Uppal Publication. Badi, 
R.V., (2005), Entrepreneurship: Virendra 
Publication, New Delhi.

ix. Badiger,C., (February 2004),Agro Industries 
for Women Entrepreneurship, Research 
Paper Presented at National seminar on 
Women Entrepreneurship– A Need for 
Training and Curriculum Development held 
by Development of Home Science Extension 
and Communication, Faculty of Home 
Science , M.S. University, Vadodara.

x. Balu, V. (Feb. 15, 1992), Entrepreneurship 
Deve lopment–some i s sues ,  Swat i  
Economist. pg 15.

xi. Banerjee N., (1984), Women in the 
Unorganized Sector,  The Calcutta 
Experience. Orient Longman, Hyderabad.

xii. Berna J., (1960), Industrial Entrepreneurs in 
Madras State, Asia Publishing, Mumbai.

xiii. Bhagawat, V., (1998), Locating Early 
Feminist Thought A Review of Women’s 
Situation from 17th to 20th Century, 
Women’s Studies centre, Department of 
Sociology, University of Pune, Pune.

xiv. Bhargava,  A. ,  (2002) ,  every  day 
Entrepreneurs, Vikas Publishing House Pvt. 
Ltd.

xv. Bhargava, P., (2003), the Elimination of 
Child Labour, Who’s Responsibility? A 
Practical Work book, India Railway 
Personnel Services, New Delhi

xvi. Bhatt, R., (Feb 2005), A study of certain 
personal variables on depression among 



only towards frustration but towards wrong deeds 
also.

So, in this way this paper is an attempt to analyze 
the life of a woman who immigrated due to 
circumstances through the character of Nina- the 
protagonist. Being an educated she not only 
exposes the life of a woman in an unknown 
foreign land but she exposes the sufferings and 
hurdles of the immigrant’s life.

My Contribution :

‘The Immigrant’ is counted as fourth novel in the 
series of Manju Kapur’s novels. Though both of 
the characters Nina and Ananda are passionate by 
nature but both of them are facing issues in their 
own personal lives. Manju Kapur wonderfully 
explores the special challenges which are faced 
by an immigrant’s wife through Nina where a 
young woman’s life is so pressurized in 
professional and reproductive terms. Somewhere 
a woman’s life becomes more impossible to make 
a balance inside a foreign culture. ‘Marriage’ 
which projects the life of a woman in an exalted 
manner is the prominent theme of the novel. After 
the thorough analysis of the novel, it inculcates 
that various shades of human beings life and their 
relationships are projected here to depict the 
sufferings and suffocation which are felt by a 
woman in the foreign country. Through marriage, 
Nina and Ananda not only unites with each other 
but this settlement looks necessary for them after 
loosing their fathers before the stipulated time 
due to heart attack and accident in a rickshaw. The 
novel highlights the issue of woman’s instable 
mind which creates the aura of unsettlement with 
anyone. In this way, it is better to speak that 
Kapur’s novel projects the psyche of woman who 
is educated and belongs to a good family but 
unable to settle abroad with her husband Ananda 
and begins to behave with him in a typical 
manner. Even she becomes unable to hear the 
nick name ‘Andy’ from the friends of her husband 
because it is not an Indian name. Through this it 
inculcates that she makes her life tough with her 
own hands by not accepting the changes which 
are helpful in making one’s life easier and joyful. 
It does not look that ‘marriage’ is the reason of her 
rude behavior to any extent. The main reason is 

Abstract :

Manju kapur- the feminist novelist presents the 
wide range of human being’s life. In this 
continuity, her novel ‘The Immigrant’ is a nice 
attempt of her to depict the “Life of a woman” as 
an immigrant. In this novel- the woman who is 
depicted is an educated, modern and self- 
dependent as well but still she is unable to adjust 
in a new country after displacing from the native 
place with her husband. The character of Nina 
projects the different phases of struggle as a 
displaced woman. It is depicted here that how an 
immigrant leads the life of insecurity in the other 
country. The novel delivers a good message to the 
humanity that nothing is permanent in the world 
and human being’s life is no exception through 
the portrayal of critical circumstances where 
human being goes through the mood swings 
which makes their life unstable and sometimes 
unpredictable. It is unpredictable for an educated 
teacher like Nina that she faces the problem of 
adjustment in the new country.

Keywords :  Immigrant, Taboos, Instability, 
Suffocations, Complications, Unpredictable.

Introduction :

Manju Kapoor - The Indian Novelist was born 
in Amritsar in 1948. In the novel ‘The Immigrant’ 
she projects the life of a woman who has a family 
and despite that she goes through several phases 
in her life. Somewhere the novel projects the 
instability of the life of a human being. The 
protagonist Nina was a teacher but life taught her 
how to survive in the midst of struggle. An 
immigrant is not only a person who settles down 
in another country but has to do the certain type of 
struggle to survive on the new land.  John F. 
Kennedy remarked that “Every aspect of the 
American economy has profited from the 
contribution of immigrants”. It is better to speak 
that an immigrant who remains unable to do work 
hard in his/her native country becomes able to 
survive on an unknown land where nothing is 
certain and unsafe environment as well. Being an 
immigrant they have to lead a life of isolation as 
no one wants to interact with them so easily. And 
somewhere this isolation leads them towards not 
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family life provides a familiar story to the 
audience with a cheerful satiric spin. Ananda 
finds it scarily easy to exchange dhal for spare 
ribs and Nina soon ditches her saris in favour of 
pants which proves more difficult to adapt to the 
alien rituals of married life. It is interpreted here 
that- for Nina, there are disappointments in store 
particularly. A passionate woman like Nina looks 
miffed to discover that her husband harbours a 
sexual dysfunction that requires the effects of a 
dental anaesthetic spray. Here, Kapur captures 
Nina’s exposure to 1970’s feminism and 
Ananda’s growing interest in sexual healing. 
Both of the two are bound together by their 
overlapping loneliness. For Nina, it can be said 
that it is literally true that Ananda is all she has in 
Canada. When he is out for work she sleeps, reads 
or shops for sugar rich junk food. Ananda is 
successful and has made a small number of 
friends but he brings to his marriage only a 
loneliness centered on his sense of sexual 
inadequacy. Despite an educated, he has tried and 
failed to have relations with Western woman. It 
looks that he is suffering from premature 
ejaculation: A condition he thinks an 
understanding and loyal Indian Bride will cure. 
Through this paper, it is truly analyzed that 
Immigration involves compromises and 
sometimes it is the obvious almost cliched- 
cultural differences in food and clothing that 
Kapur focuses on. At other times, Kapur teases 
out the subtler signs of adjustment as when Nina 
objects to Ananda’s friends calling him Andy and 
Nina insists that it’s not a Hindu name.

Through the analysis of this novel, it is truly 
analyzed that like every mother; Nina’s mother 
also wants a caring, responsible and educated 
husband for her daughter. A mother’s worried 
nature can be seen for her daughter here as:

“The major topic of conversation in the last eight 
years had been Nina’s marriage- who, whom, 
where, how? From where could fresh 
possibilities be unearthed on the eve of her 
thirteenth birthday ?  The lack of these, reflected 
in her mother’s dull, mournful eyes, was what she 
was going home to”.

In this way, it is interpreted that as an immigrant a 
woman suffers from social invisibility and begins 
to feel the inferiority. Nina shows the sign of 
inferiority when she feels irritated on calling his 
husband by nick names by his friends. In other 

her sturdy nature which prevents her to accept the 
changes and slowly and steadily the routine tasks 
becomes burden for her.

During the evaluation of mother-daughter 
relationship it is found that- being a Canadian 
immigrant when Nina comes to know about the 
death of her mother, her wishes to see her mother 
got shattered. This traumatic situation made her 
helpless as no visa was ready to go abruptly to see 
the mother for the last time. In this way, it can be 
said that due to immigrant condition mother-
daughter relationship got affected by the time 
where both of the two became unable to see each 
other. It is more appropriate to speak that the 
theme of ‘Immigration’ which is projected by 
Manju Kapur on a large scale proves beneficial 
for those people who immigrates every year to 
earn the money or to fulfill their dreams. But the 
reality is that they learn how to do the struggle to 
survive on an unknown land.

Manju Kapur focuses on loneliness by analyzing 
the psyche of woman who is educated but totally 
uncomfortable to make adjustments with her 
husband Ananda. Through this it can be 
interpreted that marriage brings the subtle 
changes into a woman’s life whether it is India or 
Abroad. She has to go through the phase of 
struggle to save her married life and for this she 
has to adapt herself in western environment 
where she begins to wear jeans and skirts instead 
of sarees. But it is unfortunate that it brings 
frustration for her. It is a human nature that if a 
human being thinks negative continuously than 
negative things begin to happen with that person. 
This negative aura creates the situation of ‘feeling 
of loneliness’ in each other’s vicinity. Critic John 
Stuart Mill in his book ‘The Subjection of 
Women’ says by referring to an ideal relationship 
in marriage that:

“What marriage may be in the case of two persons 
of cultivated faculties, identical in opinion and 
purposes, between whom exists the best kind of 
equality, similarity of powers and capacities with 
reciprocal superiority over them”.

Though Ananda is a trained dentist and mature 
enough but still grieving for his parents who were 
killed in an accident. On the other hand, Nina 
realizes that Ananda is her last shot at marriage 
and children. In this way, the couple embraces the 
“empty prettiness” of Nova Scotia with 
enthusiasm. Manju Kapur- an astute observer of 



surroundings”.

In her deserted as well as previous life, Nina is 
presented by the novelist as familiar with a male 
friend- Rahul for the very first time. He comes in 
her life and as their friendship grows, Nina 
unknowingly begins to like Rahul. It is her first 
experience of friendship as well as relationship. 
As a girl, she keeps secret of this relationship 
from her family. She becomes serious for this 
relationship and thinks deeply and feels comfort 
in the company of Rahul. On the other side of the 
pole, Nina’s mother is worried about her 
daughter’s loneliness. It is explored here that- in 
actual, she has felt such awful loneliness herself 
after her husband’s death. But, being a mother 
now she hopes and desires about the pleasurable 
life of her daughter Nina. According to her, Nina 
should enjoy the life with her lovable life partner 
to the fullest. A mother wishes Nina’s life should 
fill with lots of happy moments where discomfort 
has no existence to any extent as: 

“The mother had fallen through the bad karma of 
marrying a prince who would die young. The only 
thing she had to look forward to was her 
daughter’s marriage, after which she would suffer 
more loneliness. At least the mother had hope. 
She had nothing”.

But, her mother’s wish is evaporated. Nina loses 
her first crush- Rahul very soon. In other words, it 
is better to speak that the relationship of Nina 
with Rahul was never flourished to any extent. 
The truth of this relationship is that Nina had an 
illusion that Rahul loves her a lot. But, Nina goes 
through the first damage in terms of relationship 
in her life. She experiences the pain of separation 
due to Rahul and the situation of Nina gets 
serious. Actually, she misses her supportive 
father. Her father always stood firmly like every 
father for her decisions in life. Nina not only 
misses her father, but she is also worried about 
her widowed mother as well. The concept of 
immigrant and immigration as well can be 
understood through the statement given by John 
F. Kennedy where he said that the country like 
America which is an amalgamation of both 
traditional values and exploration of new 
frontiers and believes in the freedom to make the 
lives better despite the immigration looks 
appropriate as the immigrant begins to feel like a 
native there. To explore this further, it can be said 
that an immigrant who remains unable to do work 

words, it is better to speak that an immigrant 
leaves his land for the new land where the person 
has to establish a fresh identity of her/his own. 
Due to this, an immigrant suffers from the double 
identity and the person has to do lots of struggle to 
adjust herself/himself according to the culture of 
that place. Nina projects the perfect example as a 
victim of double identity. But no one can deny the 
fact that nobody can leave her/his own culture to 
any extent and the situation of dilemma comes 
into her life and she becomes unable to get any 
identity. In order to explore further, it can be said 
that the appearance of the person remains same 
and a person can never escape from the 
personality of native place because the inherent 
qualities can never be changed to any extent. 
Through this analysis, it is interpreted that the 
dilemma of acceptance or rejection of norms runs 
throughout the life as an immigrant and the 
person’s identity swings just like the character of 
Nina between two cultures. Manju Kapur’s 
statement can be seen here as:

“These immigrants live in two minds. Outwardly 
they adjust well. Educated and English speaking, 
they allow misleading assumptions about a heart 
that is divided”.  

Like every other girl, Nina expects warmth of 
love from his husband but her expectations 
become a dream for her. It can be explored further 
here as devoid of warmth of the love among the 
couple Nina makes an assumption that all her 
desires and aspirations have shattered. According 
to her attitude in this particular situation, it is 
interpreted that a woman longs for sex and her 
husband Ananda becomes unable to make her 
happy in the beginning phase of their married life. 
In short, sex is the preliminary base of married 
life in her opinion while Ananda considers that 
true love is necessary for married life.

According to Manju Kapur’s views it is 
interpreted that no identity of females is different 
from the males. In other words, it is better to 
speak that the female character has to deal with 
the inner conflict here. The novelist projects the 
inner most turmoil of woman and their struggle 
for survival in a wonderful manner by analyzing 
the culture as:

 “Manju Kapur has analyzed the Socio-cultural 
modes and values that have given Indian woman 
their role and image along with their effort to 
achieve a harmonious relationship with their 



by an educated woman who is considered to seen 
the world through the books so easily.

The emotional turmoil of Nina’s character 
vividly portrays the life of a woman is not easy 
where she shows the rebellious nature despite 
educated woman. Moreover to this, Manju Kapur 
provides an opportunity to the readers to escape 
from the patriarchal system in order to establish 
their own real identity. Manju Kapur records the 
woman’s emotional voyage that seems in the 
search of love despite the barriers of nation, 
religion and cultural displacement as well. To 
portray the life of a woman she incorporates the 
regional flavour on large scale which provides a 
great success to her to achieve the target as she 
beautifully explores the life of an immigrant 
woman. Nina- the protagonist is acutely involved 
in carving the role of destiny in one’s life. The 
extensive use of Hindi language gears the readers 
for the connectivity with the character’s life. 
Manju Kapur portrays the character of Nina as a 
‘silent sufferer’ to give the message to the 
humanity that one should come out from the 
social taboos to establish the identity to become 
the successor of their own life.

The novelist- Manju Kapur depicts the life of an 
immigrated woman through a single protagonist 
through a simple flow of events instead of 
incorporation of high level dramatic equations. 
So, it leaves high impact on the minds of the 
readers who connect their lives with the life of the 
character-Nina. So, Manju Kapur vividly 
portrays the sufferings and hurdles of the 
immigrant’s life. It is easy to speak that, it 
provides an opportunity to understand the life of a 
woman on domestic as well as professional fronts 
by depicting the certain type of struggle on every 
step. The character of Nina, not only highlights 
the sorrows of the life of a woman who has lost 
her parents. So, it can be concluded that the novel 
‘The Immigrant’ spreads the awareness in the 
society in terms of the stand of woman in the 
society in different and critical conditions which 
provides the worldwide popularity and appraisal 
to the novelist on the large scale. It can be said that 
Manju Kapur gets the success to bring the life of a 
woman in the light by projecting the boldness of a 
character by immigration. 
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hard in his/her native country becomes able to 
survive on an unknown land where nothing is 
certain and unsafe environment as well. Due to 
administrative constraints or any other issues 
those who are unable to get the job in their 
respective country; gets the job in another 
country but it is a fact that their life becomes 
uncertain due to legal policies. The perfect 
example of this is the policies inaugurated by 
Donald Trump. Donald Trump not only amended 
the policies but refined the legal policies and laws 
related to immigration. Through this 
undocumented immigrants are facing trouble and 
declared by him as “criminals” and situation of 
deportation becomes equal to the ‘death sentence’ 
as it is not so easy to vacate the place in couple of 
days or week anyhow and a question of life 
survival arises. From this point, a certain type of 
isolation arises and being an immigrant they have 
to lead a life of isolation as no one wants to 
interact with the immigrants so easily. And 
somewhere this isolation leads them towards not 
only towards frustration but towards wrong deeds 
also. In other words, it can be declared that 
‘Immigration’ is an epidemic of loneliness and 
social isolation. This isolation not only makes the 
people frustrated but health issue also occur 
which slowly and steadily plays the role of toxins. 
Due to which decline in moral values, spiritual 
values as well as quality of life can be noticed. 
And this creates the negative aura for the 
immigrants and this is the only reason due to 
which people avoid to immigrate.

Conclusion :

So, on the basis of the above mentioned 
description it can be concluded that the character 
like Nina acts as archetypal which plays the 
pivotal roles in the society to edify the despair of 
immigration being an educated as despite a 
qualified woman she had to immigrate for her 
survival. Nina’s character in the novel portrays 
the life of a woman who depicts the true meaning 
of ‘quest’ through the immigration. Here, in the 
novel the spotlight is on the journeys of a woman 
instead of her education and values. So offers an 
image of complications of professional as well as 
marital life where one has to compromise with 
one’s nation as well as with vocational qualities. 
The journey of the novelist- Manju Kapur is 
partially recorded in the character of Nina to find 
the self. The turmoil in the life of an educated 
woman depicts that immigration is not accepted 



1999. 

ii. Dwivedi, A.N.  Manju Kapur's Home: A 
Feminist Reading. New Delhi: Sarup and 
Sons, 2010. 

iii. Kapur, Manju. The Immigrants. India: 
Penguin Books, 1995. 

iv. Kapur, Manju. The Immigrant, New Delhi: 
Random House India, 2008. 

v. Sharma, Ram. Rise of New Woman: Novels 
of Manju Kapur. New Delhi: Manglam 
Publications. 2013.

vi. https://www.jfklibrary.org/JFK/JFK-in-
His to ry / JFK-on- the-Economy-and-
Taxes.aspx

vii. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manju_Kapur



adjectives, verb, opposite etc.

For sampling, the researcher selected total 200 
students out of 300 from four schools. From each 
school 50 students were selected by simple 
random sampling technique. For data collection 
the researcher constructed a diagnostic test on 
different dimensions i.e. reading, writing, 
understanding and speaking etc. Then this 
diagnostic test 1st (Pre-test) was administered on 
200 students. After finding out the errors done by 
the students in Pre-test, the researcher made four 
remedial groups of the students. The researcher 
taught them through remedial teaching. For this 5 
remedial plans were constructed and each plan 
was taught seven times to each remedial group. 
The students were made aware of the mistakes 
they had committed during Pre-test. After the 
remedial teaching the researcher administered 
diagnostic test 2nd (Post-test) to find out the 
result of remedial class. It was concluded after 
analyzing the obtained data that the students in 
both i.e. govt. and private schools do errors in the 
use of Vocabulary and after remedial teaching 
both have improved but the level of achievement 
in the students of Private school was found higher 
than that of the students of Govt. schools. This 
difference may be caused due to so many causes 
i.e. family background of student, parents, 
teachers and surrounding environment etc. 

Key words : language, teacher, student, 
proficiency, vocabulary

Introduction :

Every creature on the Earth has its own language. 
English holds a place of status in our country, 
even after seventy years since independence. No 
indigenous Language has replaced English in 
India either as a medium of language or as an 
official language. English language in India is 
taught from preprimary level but it has been 
observed that the teachers do not notice their 
students’ errors in reading even in spellings 
mistakes in writing also. So continuously by 
doing this kind of error they become habitual and 
do not able to recognize their mistakes. The 
learners of English language face difficulty in 

Abstract :

India is one of those countries where English 
Language is a medium of communication 
especially at national and international level. In 
many countries of the world today, English 
language is the language of Commerce, Science 
and Technology, Education, Globalization, 
International Politics etc. In different countries 
English Language is taught for different 
purposes. In India English Language was started 
to be taught by the British Government to fulfill 
their purpose, as a result English Language has 
become a part of Indian Language. In India it is 
used as official language.

Today, English Language is taught in institutions 
to facilitate the student’s proficiency as well as to 
prepare the students to study abroad. Today 
millions of people want to improve their 
command of English or wish that their children 
also have a good command over English. So, 
English language has been playing a dominating 
part in our educational as well as social set up.  It 
has become a symbol of people’s aspirations for 
quality in education and a fuller participation in 
national and international level. But the learners 
of English language face difficulty in learning 
English.  In India, many problems are being faced 
in teaching/learning English. The primary aim of 
teaching learning English should concentrate on 
the fundamental skills of language learning i.e. 
listening, reading, speaking and writing, but 
learners tend to commit grammatical errors in 
their conversation as well as in writing without 
being aware of them.  

This study is an attempt to trace some common 
errors related to vocabulary committed by the 
students of Govt. and Private (Hindi medium) 
schools at upper primary level, so that students 
can be made aware of these errors and they 
become cautious in future and try to lessen these 
errors.  Objective of the study is to compare the 
students of Govt. and private schools with respect 
to the errors related to vocabulary committed by 
them in English Language. They were compared 
for reading, writing, understanding and speaking 
by testing through use of preposition, articles, 

Errors of Vocabulary in English Language Among 
the Students of English At Upper Primary Level

Meeta Kumawat, (Research Scholar), M.Ed. 
Suresh Gyan Vihar University, Jaipur 

Dr. Shruti Tiwari, Principal, Gyan Vihar School of Edu.,
Suresh Gyan Vihar University, Jaipur 



language in Govt. and Private school.

b. Remedial teaching decreases various 
errors related to Articles in English 
language in Govt. and Private school.

c. Remedial teaching decreases various 
errors related to Adjectives in English 
language in Govt. and Private school.

d. Remedial teaching decreases various 
errors related to Verb in English 
language in Govt. and Private school.

e. Remedial teaching decreases various 
errors related to Opposites in English 
language in Govt. and Private school.

Research Methodology :

The researcher after going through all types of 
research methods found Quasi Experimental 
method of research as the most appropriate 
method to achieve the objectives of the study. 
This is also known as Natural Experiment 
because the researcher does not have true control 
over the independent variable. Here the treatment 
level is determined by the natural conditions of 
the situation.

To collect the data the researcher selected the 
students from four schools of Jaipur District, in 
which two schools were Govt. and two were 
Private. Total 200 students were taken for 
sampling. Then the researcher constructed a 
diagnostic test on different dimensions i.e. 
Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening. After 
the approval of subject experts this test was 
administered on the students as a diagnostic test-1 
and called it Pre-test. After finding the errors, the 
students were taught through remedial teaching 
so that they might lessen the errors.

After administering Pre-test on the students, the 
researcher taught them through remedial 
teaching. For the remedial teaching five remedial 
plans were prepared and each plan was taught to 
each (four) remedial group seven times. Thus, 
total 35 remedial classes were taken in all four 
schools. After the completion of remedial 
teaching the researcher administered Diagnostic 
test -2 on the students of four remedial groups and 
called it Post-test, which is used to calculate the 
improvements in students’ achievements after the 
remedial teaching.

Technical Terms defined for the Study :

learning. There are many problems in learning 
English. The primary aim of learning English 
should concentrate on the fundamental skills of 
the language ability of the students i.e. listening, 
speaking, reading & writing.

So it is required that the language teaching should 
be given priority in such a way that the students 
may lessen their mistakes related to spelling and 
pronunciation. But before doing this, there is a 
need to identify these errors which the students do 
in reading or writing English. In this study the 
researcher has made an effort to identify those 
errors in English language which students do at 
upper primary level and provide suggestions to 
overcome the same. 

The University Grant Commission (1948) 
headed by Dr. S Radha-Krishnan recommended.  
“English is studied in high school and universities 
in order that we may keep in touch with the stream 
of ever growing knowledge. This would prevent 
our isolation from the world and help us to take 
advantage of the wider reach of the English 
Language “.

The Kothari Commission (1964-66) endorsed the 
language formula, while recommending Hindi 
and English as link language and English as a 
library language and a medium of international 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n .   Tw o  i m p o r t a n t   
recommendations in this respect were that 
English should be the medium of instruction in all 
universities and special unit should be set up  for 
teaching English as a skill subject not so much as 
literature.

Objectives of the Study :

The main objectives of the current study are -

1. To compare the students of Govt. and private 
schools with respect to the errors related to 
vocabulary committed by them in English 
language.

2. To obtain information from learners 
regarding their writing and reading process 
and methods.

Conceptual Hypothesis :

1. Remedial teaching decreases various errors 
related to Vocabulary in English language in 
Govt. and Private school.

a. Remedial teaching decreases various 
errors related to Prepositions in English 



S. No. of  Vocabulary Marks
No. Questions

1 10 Preposition 10
2 10 Subject, verb, agreement 10
3 10 Articles 10
4 10 Degree of Adjectives 10
5 10 Opposites 10

One mark is given to each right answer on the test 
paper.

Two tests were administered on selected students 
from chosen Govt. and Private schools. The first 
test (Pre Test) was administered in the beginning 
of session and after diagnosing their errors, they 
were given remedial teaching by the researcher. 
For remedial teaching five remedial plans were 
made by the researcher and after proper planning 
the researcher taught the students of each school 
through remedial planning. Each remedial plan 
was taught seven times in each school. By this the 
researcher gave them total (7x5) 35 remedial 
classes each of one hour. Through remedial 

teaching the researcher tried to make them 
understand every aspect of selected dimensions 
which is included in the study. After remedial 
teaching second achievement test was 
administered on the students to find their 
achievement which was given the name of Post-
test. They were made aware of the mistakes they 
had done during earlier test.

Scoring on the test administered :

There were fifty test items on the tool related to 
selected dimensions of vocabulary i.e. 
Preposition, Articles, Opposites, Adjectives etc.  
Each item has ‘1’ mark for the correct answer and 
‘0’ mark for the wrong answer. Then the total 
marks obtained were calculated as per the 
attempted test paper received by the selected 
students in the study.

Statistical Technique Used :

For comparing the two groups of Govt. and 
Private schools, mean percentage has been 
applied for calculating the results. If after 
comparison the difference obtained in the results 
of pre- test and post-test of same school as well as 
the same group is more than 5% then result is 
calculated as significant difference between the 
same groups otherwise it is considered non-
significant. 

Results and Discussion :

Results were given by the use of mean percentage 

1. Error of vocabulary in English Language - In 
English Language many aspects are included 
in vocabulary such as sounds, Opposites, 
sentence construction, homophones 
punctuation, synonyms etc. In this study the 
researcher has taken only five aspects i.e. 
Prepositions, Articles, Adjectives, Verb and 
Opposites.

2. Students - In this study students mean both 
boys and girls, who study in class VIII.

3. Upper Primary Level - In Upper Primary 
Level three classes are included I.e. Class VI, 
VII, and VIII.  But in this study the 
researcher means the students of class VIII 
as upper primary level.

Population and Sampling -

For the selection of samples, 300 students of 8th 
Class from Govt. and Private Schools were 
chosen, after implementing the tools 100 forms 
were rejected due to various errors. Then 200 
students of Std. VIII (50 students of each school) 
were chosen for Pre Test and Remedial Teaching. 
And then Post test was administered on these 200 
students .The researcher used simple random 
sampling technique to draw the sample. (Shown 
in table )

Table-1 (Sample)

School   District No. of No. of Total 
Schools Students Sampling

Govt. School Jaipur 2 50 x 2 100
Private School Jaipur 2 50 x 2 100

Total Sampling 4 200 200

Thus the total sample comprised of 200 students 
of Std. VIII as upper primary level.

Tools utilized in the study :

In every research, a measuring device is used in 
order to collect the data. The selection of tools for 
a particular study depends upon various 
considerations such as- objective of the study, 
availability of suitable test, technique of scoring 
and interpretation. In the present study the 
researcher constructed a tool to diagnose the 
errors in English language by the students of 
upper primary level. To prepare the diagnostic 
test, different dimensions i.e. vocabulary, 
pronunciation and sentence framing were 
included in the tool for Pre-test & Post-test.

The test covers 10 questions from each 
dimension.



concluded that there can be some reasons in Govt. 
schools for the backwardness of the students in 
their study. Perhaps students do not study at 
home; they do not revise the content that they had 
to be taught in the class. Parents do not emphasize 
to score better or even students are in casual 
attitude. It has also been noticed that in Govt. 
Schools the students come from illiterate parents, 
they talk to each other in their mother tongue, so 
the effect of their mother tongue can be seen 
clearly on their language and pronunciation. 
When they pronounce wrong then they can do 
mistake in their written work also.

Operational Hypothesis (a) Remedial teaching 
decreases various errors related to Prepositions in 
English language in Govt. and Private school.

Table - 3

Mean % of Pre & Post-test on the use of 
Preposition

Pre-test Post-test

  N =100 in each Mean S.D. Mean Mean S.D. Mean Difference
  type of school % % in Mean 

% of  Pre-
test and 
Post-test

  Private School 6.02 1.789 60.20 7.23 1.693 72.30 12.1

  Govt. School 5.33 1.853 53.3 6.19 1.581 61.90 8.6

Analysis and Interpretation of Data :

Table - 3 shows the marks obtained in the use of 
Preposition. In Preposition the mean Percentage 
of Pre-test of Private School was 60.20% and 
after remedial teaching it was 72.30% in Post-
test. The difference in the mean% was found 
12.1% which is more than 5%. It shows that 
significant improvement was found in the 
knowledge of the students of Private School after 
remedial teaching. The mean percentage of Pre-
test of Govt. School was 53.30% and in Post-test 
it was 61.90%. Here the difference between the 
mean % was 8.6%. It also shows positive 
improvement. When both the schools are 

among the Govt. and private schools in the errors 
of vocabulary related to English Grammar. The 
results of Pre Test and Post Test for vocabulary 
are tabulated below in table - 2.

Conceptual hypothesis (i) Remedial teaching 
decreases various errors related to Vocabulary in 
English language in Govt. and Private school.

Table -2 Mean% of Pre & Post-test on 
Vocabulary

Pre-test Post-test

 N =100 in each Mean S.D. Mean Mean S.D. Mean Difference
 type of school % % in Mean 

% of  Pre-
test and 
Post-test

 Private School 30.23 7.176 60.46 36.28 6.857 75.57 15.11

 Govt. School 27.49 7.143 54.98 31.61 7.152 63.33 8.35

Analysis and Interpretation of Data :

The above table-2 gives the numerical value of 
average percentage of marks of 200 students. 
Mean Percentage of Pre-test of the students of 
Private Schools was 60.46% while 75.56% in the 
Post-test for the same group. The difference in 
mean percentage was found 15.11% which is 
more than 5% which shows a significant 
difference between the two groups. So it can be 
concluded or interpreted that the remedial 
teaching increases the achievements of the 
students by showing positive improvement in 
obtained marks. In govt. school the mean 
percentage of marks of Pre test was 54.98 % and 
in Post test it was 66.33%. Here the difference of 
mean percentage was found 8.35% which is more 
than 5% which shows the recognized 
improvement. In comparison of both the types of 
schools the level of achievement of the students 
of Private school is higher than that of the 
students of Govt. school.

Conclusion :

In private schools the level of teaching may be 
better than that of Govt. School. It might be 



Analysis and Interpretation of Data :

Table 4shows the marks obtained in the use of 
Articles. Here the mean % of Private school in 
Pre-test was 57.7% and in Post-test it was 69.90% 
The difference in the mean% of Pre and Post-test 
was found 12.2%  in the same group and in Govt. 
school the mean% of marks of Pre-test was 
54.30% and in Post-test it was 63.20%. The 
difference was found 8.9%. which shows 
significant improvement clearly in both the types 
of schools. But the level of achievement of the 
students of Private school was found better than 
that of Govt. School.

Conclusion :

On the basis of above table 4 it can be concluded 
that the students of Private schools scored marks 
more than that of Govt. school, which prove that 
the level of achievement in Private school is 
higher than that of Govt. school, which may be 
the result of the family background of the 
students because it can be seen that mostly the 
performance of the students depends upon the 
family background. Mostly the children of lower 
class family study in Govt. school while middle 
class families send their ward in private school, 
so from starting they are cautious about their 
wards’ performance in school. It may also be 
assumed that the students may get confused in the 
use of articles because their difficulty level may 
be of different type. Even after teaching in class 
they cannot distinguish in the vowel and 
consonant because of the same letter having 
different sound i/e. European, Earth, University, 
Umpire etc.

[c]   Remedial teaching decreases various errors 
related to adjectives in English language in Govt. 
and Private school.

Table 5

Mean% of Pre & Post-test in the use of Adjective

Pre-test Post-test

 N =100 in each Mean S.D. Mean Mean S.D. Mean Difference
 type of school % % in Mean 

% of  Pre-
test and 
Post-test

 Private School 6.34 1.788 63.40 7.57 1.616 75.70 12.3

 Govt. School 5.91 1.781 59.10 6.47 1.642 64.70 5.6

compared then the mean % of the students of 
Private school was 3.5% more than that of the 
Govt. School. It can be seen by this that the 
students of Private Schools achieved more than 
the students of Govt. schools.

Conclusion :

On the basis of above table - 3 it was found that in 
both the schools the average percentage of 
achievement of students was increased after 
remedial teaching. But high level of 
improvement was seen in private school as 
compared to Govt. schools. It may be concluded 
after analysis that there may be many reasons 
behind this. Most of the students of Govt. School 
are from poor families and their parents are only 
worried about their livelihood, they don’t have 
time to teach their wards at home. After school 
many small children can be seen doing different 
kinds of work to help their parents. Except this, it 
may also be possible that due to speaking in 
mother tongue they do not know the correct 
meaning of each preposition while in Private 
schools mostly students come from those 
families where English language is their day to 
day language, so the students listen to their 
parents talking in English. It affects the children’s 
learning ability and they learn to use the correct 
preposition in its correct place.

[b] Remedial teaching decreases various errors 
related to articles in English language in Govt. 
and Private school..

Table 4

Mean% of Pre & Post-test on the use of Articles

Pre-test Post-test

 N =100 in each Mean S.D. Mean Mean S.D. Mean Difference
 type of school % % in Mean 

% of  Pre-
test and 
Post-test

 Private School 5.77 1.953 57.7 6.99 1.697 69.90 12.2

 Govt. School 5.43 2.016 54.30 6.32 1.638 63.20 8.9



Table 6

Mean% of Pre & Post-test on the use of Verb

Pre-test Post-test

 N =100 in each Mean S.D. Mean Mean S.D. Mean Difference
 type of school % % in Mean 

% of  Pre-
test and 
Post-test

 Private School 6.25 1.604 62.25 7.39 1.563 73.90 11.65

 Govt. School 5.45 1.839 54.50 6.48 1.648 64.80 10.3

Analysis and Interpretation of Data :

From the table 6 it was found that the mean % of 
Private school in Pre-test was 62.25% and in Post 
test it was 73.90% The difference in the mean% 
of Pre and Post test was found 11.65% and In 
Govt. school the mean% of marks was 54.50% 
and in post test it was 64.80%. The difference in 
the mean % was found 10.3%. Positive 
improvement was shown in both the types of 
school but the level of achievement of the 
students of Private school was better than that of 
Govt. school.

Conclusion :

On the basis of above table it can be concluded 
that the parents’ illiteracy may be responsible for 
the low achievement of the students. In Govt. 
schools mostly the children of poor families come 
and their parents are not educated and most of the 
parents are not aware about the importance of the 
study, their motive is only to get basic knowledge 
and then do some kind of work to support the 
family. There are different types of Verb, i/e. 
weak and strong. So students have to understand 
the difference in both the types of verb. It may be 
concluded that may be the students do not pay 
attention in the use of verb in the class. They only 
learn it in place of understanding, so after 
sometime they forget it and do mistakes as usual.

[e] Remedial teaching decreases various errors 
related to opposites in English language in Govt. 

Analysis and Interpretation of Data :

From the above table 5 it was found that the 
students of Private school scored 63.40% average 
marks in pre-test while after remedial teaching 
they scored 75.7% marks in Post-testthe 
difference in the mean% was 12.3% which shows 
improvement  in the achievements of the students 
of Private school. In Govt. school the students 
scored 59.1% marks in Pre-test and after remedial 
teaching they scored 64.7% marks in Post-test. 
The difference in the mean% was 5.6%. which is 
showing positive improvement in both the 
groups. But the difference in the mean% of 
Private school was more than Govt. School so it is 
found by the study that the students of Private 
school achieved more than that of Govt. school in 
both Pre and Post test.

Conclusion :

On the basis of the above table 5 it was found that 
though the students of Govt. School also show 
positive improvement after the remedial teaching 
but in comparison of Private School their level of 
achievement is lower.  For this their interest and 
society may also be responsible because it can be 
seen that in Govt. school mostly the students of 
the poor family go to study. There is not any 
atmosphere of education in their families. So as a 
routine they go to school as a part of their life, but 
they don’t take interest in study, although the 
present Govt. has launched so many schemes to 
educate these children but these schemes have got 
a little success. Beside this it may be possible that 
the difficulty level of Adjective for each student 
may be different. Some students understand it 
very easily while some cannot because some 
spellings get changed partially while some 
changes fully.

[d] Remedial teaching decreases various errors 
related to Verb in English language in Govt. and 
Private school.



The findings of the present research are as 
follows -

(a) The students of Class VIII of Govt. schools 
do not differ from the students of Private 
schools with respect to the errors related to 
vocabulary committed by them in English 
Language.

(b) The students of Class VIII of Govt. schools 
do not differ from the students of private 
schools with respect to the errors related to 
the use of prepositions.

(c) The students of Class VIII of Govt. schools 
do not differ from the students of private 
school with respect to the errors related to the 
use of articles.

(d) The students of Class VIII of Govt. schools 
do not differ from the students of private 
school with respect to the errors related to the 
use of adjectives.

(e) The students of Class VIII of Govt. schools 
do not differ from the students of private 
school with respect to the errors related to the 
use of verb.

(f) The students of Class VIII of Govt. schools 
do not differ from the students of private 
school with respect to the errors related to the 
use of opposite.

Delimitation of the study :

The study was confined to certain spheres. These 
delimitations are as follow -

(a) The study is delimited to Govt. schools and 
private schools of Jaipur district.

(b) The study is delimited to the students of 
Upper Primary Level. (Class- VIII).

(c) The study is limited to the testing to 
Vocabulary in English language with 
reference to Prepositions, Articles, 
Adjectives, Verbs and Opposite.

Educational Implications :

The finding of the present research work may be 
of immense use in the field of English. The 
present research work’s findings indicate that 
though there is no significant difference between 
the errors of the students of Govt. and Private 
school. The level of understanding of the students 
of both the schools is same. 

and Private school.

Table 7

Mean% of Pre & Post-test in the use of Opposites

Pre-test Post-test

 N =100 in each Mean S.D. Mean Mean S.D. Mean Difference
 type of school % % in Mean 

% of  Pre-
test and 
Post-test

 Private School 5.85 1.987 58.50 7.10 1.648 71 12.5

 Govt. School 5.37 1.807 53.7 6.15 1.720 61.50 7.8

Analysis and Interpretation of Data :

From the above table 7 it was found that the 
students of Private school scored 58.5% marks in 
Pre-test and 71% marks in Post-test and 
difference in the mean% was 12.5% and the 
students of Govt. school scored 53.7%.and 
61.5% marks in post- test and the difference in 
their mean% was 7.8% . So both schools show the 
improvement .In conclusion it can be said though 
in every aspect of Vocabulary the students of 
Private school had level of achievement higher 
than that of the students of Govt. school. 

Conclusion :

On the basis of the table 7 it was concluded that in 
every aspect though the students of Private 
School have higher level of improvement but the 
students of Govt. School also show positive 
improvement. There may be so many reasons 
behind the backwardness of the students of Govt. 
Schools. Their family background, illiterate 
parents, poor economic condition, due to which 
they don’t take care of their children’s education. 
Their main aim is only to complete their 
children’s basic necessities i.e. food, shelter and 
clothing and they pass their whole life to manage 
it.

Major Findings of the Study : 



(g) This research work suggests all teachers to 
teach language in a joyful way with the help 
of some teaching methods i.e. story, games, 
puzzles etc. in English language teaching.

(h) The study suggests to the administrators or 
principal to diagnose the learning errors in 
language teaching and provide remediation 
accordingly.

(i) The study suggests the administrator to 
create a supportive environment within their 
institutions or schools for English 
communication.
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The average percentage of Pre Test and Post Test 
after the remedial teaching has no significant 
difference. Some implications of the research 
study are stated here –

1. The self made English Diagnostic Test is 
useful for teachers, students, Research 
scholars, Educational Planners to identify 
the errors and diagnose the problems in 
teaching English language.

2. To reduce the errors in English, Five 
Remedial Programmes were made by the 
researcher. This remedial programme is very 
useful for teachers, researcher and 
Administrators to improve the methodology 
in English for effective learning.

3. This research will be helpful for principals 
and administrators of the schools to diagnose 
the actual status of errors or mistakes and its 
remedial measures in English language 
teaching.

4. This research work will be helpful for the 
Government or curriculum experts for 
revising the text books, content in the 
curriculum etc.

5. This work will be helpful for the students for 
all levels to know their learning progress and 
errors through diagnostic test and remedial 
programmes from time to time and improve 
in English.

Suggestions for further Research : 

The following suggestions may be given for 
further research work in the area.

(a) Similar study can be done at secondary and 
graduate level.

(b) A study can be conducted on the impact of 
Hindi on English Language errors.

(c) A study can be conducted in developing 
linguistic skills.

(d) A study can be conducted on Hindi and 
English medium students on English 
Language.

(e) A study can be conducted on the effect of 
home environment on student’s performance 
in English.

(f) The study focuses on the role of teachers to 
become the inspirable teacher among the 
student community.
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across different cultures and among almost all 
sorts of species. Therefore in the late 20th 
Century homosexuality became ‘normal sexual 
orientation’ from sin, crime and pathology. 
Finally, in the year 1973 the American 
Psychiatric Association (APA) declassified 
homosexuality as psychological disorder and 
later in 1992 the World Health Organization 
(WHO) also followed the decision of APA. Since, 
then many countries have decriminalized 
homosexuality and have even legalized same – 
sex legal union or marriage (Rao and Jacob).

Despite worldwide awareness in favor of 
homosexuality India remains one of those 
country where homosexuality still considered as 
a punishable crime under Section – 377 of Indian 
Penal Code (Jupiter). This homophobic legacy 
was introduced by British Raj in the year 1860 
when East India Company promised British 
Government that they will ‘civilized’ Indian 
people and that promise was made after winning 
the Sepay Rebellion in the year 1957. As a result 
anything which was beyond the comprehension 
level of British Government that was labeled as 
immoral or corrupt. In India same – sex intimacy 
was very much common scenario even among 
conservative society; but, according to Victorian 
Christian morality of that era any form of sexual 
intimacy which is not in favor of reproduction 
was labeled as ‘immoral’ and therefore socially 
‘unacceptable’.  Under Section – 377 
‘unacceptable carnal desire’ is a punishable 
offence and perpetrator could be jailed or could 
be given heavy fine or both. That same law was 
introduced to all over British colonies. During 
post – independence era the same law remains in 
the Indian Constitution along with imported 
homophobia (Ahmed).

For the homosexual community of India another 
ray of hope raised on January 10, 2018 when 
Indian Supreme Court announced that they 
would re-examine the Section – 377 of the Indian 
Penal Code. However, there are opposite sites as 
wel l  where prominent  Pol i t ic ian Dr.  
Subramaniyam Swami claimed homosexuality is 
a ‘genetic flaw’ or renowned Yoga Guru Swami 

Abstract :

The present study was conducted on 44 female 
participants and 64 male participants from the 
city of Kolkata, India. As a prerequisite condition 
of the study the minimum educational 
qualification of the participants believes the 
sexual orientation is a mere individual choice and 
the reason behind such choice is just a matter of 
pleasure. According to study most of the 
participants believe homosexual are pervert and 
psychologically abnormal. However most 
outrageous fact is most of the participants are not 
determined about the ‘origin of homosexuality’ 
and they are juggling between Eastern world and 
Western world. Meanwhile according to most of 
t he  u rban  educa t ed  i nd iv idua l s  t he  
homosexuality is ‘treatable’ and with proper 
medicine and counseling it can be ‘cured’. The 
cruelest reality is even after scientific explanation 
the mere ‘tolerance level’ remains different for 
different kind of sexual orientation. However, 
study shows heterosexual men are less tolerant 
then heterosexual women. Similar study should 
be conducted on urban uneducated population 
and both rural educated and uneducated 
population for the sake of a comprehensive 
picture. Here media and education system can 
play a huge role especially as awareness building 
mechanism tools and should stop mocking sexual 
minorities on different social platform.

Keywords : LGBT, LGBTQAI Community, 
Sexual Minorities, Sexual Orientation, 
Heterosexual, Homophobia

Introduction :

After prolonged comparative study of both 
homosexual and heterosexual minds researcher 
have came to that conclusion that there is no basic 
difference between homosexual and heterosexual 
minds. At the same time various tests have proved 
that homosexual orientation does not manifest 
any psychological dysfunction, impairments in 
judgment, stability and vocational capabilities. 
Apart from that psychiatric, psychoanalytic, 
medical and mental health professionals have 
also proved through various empirical studies the 
prevalence of homosexuality in men and women 
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By various urban based corporate initiatives the 
apparent awareness about gay men has changed 
in urban India. However, in rural India scenario is 
absolutely opposite. There secret honor killing is 
often the solution of that crisis. On the other hand 
rural families prescribe ‘corrective rape’ for the 
lesbians which often perpetrated by the family 
members itself. According to LGBT activist and 
public policy scholar at Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences, Hyderabad Vijayanti Vasanta Mogli 
who is also a transwoman openly acknowledge 
the fact that in rural areas lesbians and 
transgender lives at the bottom of the social 
hierarchy. On the same context she mentioned the 
perception of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar who mentioned 
rural India as “the unit of violence”. For Mogli the 
community of sexual minorities experiences that 
violence in more severe form. Mogli has also 
discussed her own experience at a mental health 
facility where she experienced various tortures to 
‘cure’ her sexual orientation post coming out 
period. Under such immense pressure the chronic 
depression and psychosomatic conditions is a 
constant companion of the community of sexual 
minorities. Therefore different media such as TV 
and films should play a key role in spreading 
awareness about homosexuality. The founder of 
gender and sexuality club at IIT, Gandhinagar Mr 
Rohit Revi believes discussion on the issues of 
sexual minorities should start at educational 
institutions itself and that will improve the 
awareness level of the future generations of 
leaders (Patel).

According to a recent survey conducted by The 
CSDS – KAS Youth Survey found that youth 
living in big cities are more homophobic (79%), 
then the youth living in small cities (73%) and 
rural areas (71%). The youngest respondents 
aged between 15 to 17 years are less homophobic 
then the elder respondents. Practicing religious 
people are less homophobic then non – practicing 
people which is absolute juxtapose of the popular 
believes (Chatterjee).

Indian society prefers to live in a denial mode 
whenever it comes to the question of the 
homosexuality and the reason behind that denial 
is deep – rooted patriarchy which does not 
acknowledge any other form of sexual intimacy 
where procreation is not a possible outcome. In 
ancient India homosexual activities were ignored 
but it was never persecuted. Ancient scripture 
such as Kamasutra depicted homosexual acts 

Ramdev claimed he can ‘cure’ homosexuality 
with the help of Yoga, despite various studies 
which have clearly proved homosexuality is as 
normal as heterosexuality. In Indian society the 
ancient scripture Manusmriti written by Manu 
prescribed harsher punishment for lesbians then 
gays (Zutshi). However, Indian society was quite 
tolerant about same sex relation before British 
Raj. Meanwhile on behalf of Hinduism fight 
against homophobia has already been started in 
abroad and many Hindu priests are conducting 
same sex marriages in Australia, Canada, United 
Kingdom, America, South Africa and many other 
corner of globe (TNN). Although back at home it 
still considered as taboo and the life of LGBTQAI 
community remained extremely difficult.

An article published in the Journal of Personality 
and Social Psychology titled “Parental 
Autonomy Support and Discrepancies between 
Implicit and Explicit Sexual Identities” indicated 
that – “some who oppose homosexuality do 
tacitly harbor same – sex attraction”. According 
to the observation of the lead author Netta 
Weinstein, the homophobic people may feel 
threatened by the homosexuals because 
homosexuals remind them their inner truth and 
the level of homophobia also directly 
proportionate to religious radicalism. Presently 
homosexuality is punishable offence in 76 
countries around the world and out of those 76 
countries homosexuality is a capital offence in 14 
Muslim countries. The same study has shown 
acceptance from parents can diminish the signs of 
homophobia among people and that’s why 
homophobia is so rampant in deeply patriarchal, 
overtly traditional and conservative society of 
India where most of the parents are not supportive 
about homosexuality (Zutshi).

A recent study conducted by CNN – IBN news 
channel in India 73% of respondents believe 
homosexuality should be illegal, 83% 
respondents believe homosexuality has never 
been a part of Indian society, 90% respondents 
said they would not rent their house to a 
homosexuals. As a result even in urban pride 
marches where many members of sexual 
minorities lobby their causes preferred to wear 
mask in fear of social ostracism (Bedi). Though 
India is a diverse society, however whenever it 
comes to the question of homophobia then almost 
all society echoed the same united homophobic 
tune.



Gay - Man who feels romantic 
attraction towards same sex 
only.

Bisexual - Man and or woman who feels 
romantic attraction towards both 
sexes.

Transgender - Any normal person whose 
gender expression differs from 
assigned sex.

Queer - Shift gender from man to woman 
or vice – versa/ Gender – fluid. 

Asexual - A person who has no sexual 
feelings or desires.

Intersex - Don’t fit typical definitions of 
male or female due to physical 
deformities.

At that point those respondents were asked 
whether for them all these seven sexual 
orientations are equally acceptable or not and at 
the same time analyzing whether raising 
awareness level is directly proportionate to 
tolerance level or whether tolerance level is 
different for these seven different kinds of sexual 
orientations among the educated, urban, 
heterosexual citizens of Kolkata.

Research Objectives :

Among all the Indian cities Kolkata has always 
been cultural hub of the nation, because of its long 
History of progressive thinking. In fact 
empirically this city has always been ahead from 
other Indian cities especially whenever it comes 
the questions of progressive approach and the 
urban educated section of this city has always 
keep-up with the modern time. That’s why the 
educated section of this city were selected as the 
subject of this study and the objective of this 
study was to determine what is the perception of 
urban, educated, heterosexual section of the 
society about the sexual minorities of the city and 
their sexual orientation and whether the tolerance 
and acceptance level differs for different kind of 
sexual orientation. To be more precise the 
research objectives of that study are as follows: - 

- To know the demographical details of 
educated, urban and heterosexual people

- To know about the general concept of urban 
educated heterosexual people about lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, asexual 

explicitly and same could be seen in ancient 
sculpture such as Khajuraho Temple as well. 
Although Quran prescribes capital punishment 
for homosexuals still Sufi mystics took help of 
homoerotic metaphors to depicts their love for 
God. Thus, homosexuality was celebrated in 
Islam and upper class Muslim pretended to be as 
heterosexual by performing marriage. However, 
thing got extremely worse with arrival of British 
in 19th Century (Arora).

In ancient religious structure four kinds of 
displays were absolute necessary and these four 
kinds were ‘Kama (sensual pleasures), ‘Dharma’ 
(righteous conduct), ‘Artha’ (economic 
endeavors) and ‘Moksha’ (spiritual pursuits). 
Therefore we can see in various structures the 
mention of homosexuals and it clearly depicts the 
eternal presence of homosexuals in Indian 
society. Though various ancient scriptures 
showed hostility towards homosexuals but still 
the presence of homosexuals was clearly 
acknowledged. Unlike Judeo – Christian – 
Islamic scriptures there was no mention of eternal 
hell for homosexuals in the ancient Hindu 
scriptures. All these studies suggested there were 
tolerance for homosexuals in ancient Hindu 
society and it never prescribed capital 
punishment for homosexuals (Pattanayaka).

However, empirical studies have proven that 
Indian society is inherently homophobic but at 
the same time the perception of society is 
changing towards homosexuals. At the same time 
the question is whether the awareness and 
tolerance level is different for different kind of 
sexual orientation. The present study was 
conducted on seven different kind of orientation 
and these seven types are lesbians, gays, 
bisexuals, transgender, queer, asexual and 
intersex. The purpose of the study was 
conducting a survey among the educated, urban, 
heterosexual citizens of Kolkata and asking them 
about these seven orientations. At first their 
awareness level was checked through various 
questions about these seven sexual orientations. 
Later each respondent were explained the true 
definition of all these seven types of sexual 
orientations and these definitions are as follows 
(Urban Dictionary): -

Lesbian - Woman who feels romantic 
attraction towards same sex 
only.



Figure - 3 : Age Profile

According to Figure - 3 it could be seen clearly that most of the participants are mostly young and 
each seven out of ten participants belong to the age group of anywhere between 20 years to 35 years.

 

Figure - 4 : Educational Profile

According to Figure - 4 it’s clearly visible that almost eight out of ten participants have completed 
their Bachelor degree and Master degree and remaining participants are more educated.

 

Figure - 5 : Professional Profile

Results :

Following study was conducted on 108 (64 male 
and 44 female) adult, educated, heterosexual 
citizens of Kolkata and on the basis of the survey 
the analysis is as follows: -

1.  Demographical details of educated, urban and 
heterosexual people -

  

Figure - 1 : Sexual Profile

Figure - 2 : Religious Profile

As per Figure - 1 it’s clearly visible that among 
participants 59% are male and 41% are female.

On the contrary Figure - 2 clearly stated that 
among the entire participants 46% participants 
are Hindu men and 33% participants are Hindu 
women.

and intersex (LGBTQAI) people

- To know about the general opinion about 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, 
asexual and  intersex (LGBTQAI) people

- To know about the suggestion given by adult, 
urban, educated, heterosexual people to 
LGBTQAI community 

Materials and Methods : 

The present study was conducted on 108 
heterosexual individuals age between 20 years to 
60 years and out of these participants 44 
participants are female (n = 44) and remaining 64 
participants are male (n = 64). The minimum 
educational qualifications of these people are 
Bache lo r  Degree  o r  equ iva l en t  and  
demographically all these participants belong at 
the city of Kolkata. The method of sample 
collection was Snowball Sampling Method.

For the sake of the authenticity of this study the 
data were collected through face-to-face 
interview method and telephonic interview 
method and apart from that observation method 
were also being used for the further benefit of the 
study. The data collection tool was interview 
schedule and a set of both structured and non-
structured questions were asked to the 
participants. 



According to Figure - 5 it’s clearly visible that among male participants around 17% are involved in 
private sectors as private sectors’ employees and 10% female participants are homemaker by 
profession.

 
Figure - 6 : Marital Profile

As per Figure - 6 it’s clearly visible that around 29% male participants and 23% female participants 
are married. On the contrary 19% male participants and 14% female participants are unmarried.

 

Figure - 7 : Income Profile

According to Figure - 7 more than four out of ten male and female participants earns less than  5000 
INR per month and on the contrary more than four out of ten male and female participants earns 
anywhere above 30000 INR to  above 75000 INR.

2. General concept of urban, educated, heterosexual people on lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
queer, asexual and intersex (LGBTQAI) people’s sexual orientation -

 

Figure - 8 : Basic Concept about Lesbians

According to Figure – 8 it’s clearly visible that 30% male and 23% female participants believe 
lesbians chose their sexual orientation for the purpose of self –indulgence only. 

 

Figure - 9 : Basic Concept about Gays

According to Figure - 9 it’s clearly visible that 22% male and 28% female participants believe 
homosexuality among men is just a matter of ‘choice’.

 

Figure - 10 : Basic Concept about Bisexuals



According to Figure - 10 it’s clearly visible that 41% male and 32% female participants believe 
bisexuality is a matter of ‘choice’. 

 

Figure - 11 : Basic Concept about Transgender
As per Figure - 11 we can see around three out of ten male respondents and around two out of ten 
female respondents believe transgender are those men who dressed and behave like women to extract 
money on various occasions.

 

Figure - 12 : Basic Concept about Queer

As per Figure - 12 it’s clearly visible that more than six out of ten participants have absolutely no idea 
about even the existence of the queer community. Only 5% respondents know about the existence of 
the queer community.

 

Figure - 13 : Basic Concept about Asexual

According to Figure - 13 more than half participants don’t have any idea about the asexual 
community of India and again barely 5% participants have somewhat clear idea about the sexuality 
of the asexual people.

 

Figure - 14 : Basic Concept about Intersex

From Figure - 14 it’s clearly visible that more than three out of four participants don’t have any clear 
idea about the intersex people and barely 2% of participants have some clear idea about the asexual 
people.

3. General opinion about lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, asexual and intersex 
(LGBTQAI) people -



 

Figure - 15 : General Opinion on LGBTQAI People

According to Figure - 15 it is clearly visible that almost five out of ten participants and more than 
three out of ten participants believe either LGBTQAI people have psychological problem or they are 
sexually pervert.

 

Figure - 16 : General Opinion about the Origin of LGBTQAI People

According to Figure - 16 upon asking to participants about the ‘origin’ of LGBT community then 
45% male respondents and 34% female respondents believe LGBTQAI community either ‘import’ 
from Western world or they are the ‘product’ of Eastern corrupt culture.         

 

Figure - 17 : General Opinion in Favor of Rejecting LGBTQAI People

As per Figure - 17 it is clearly visible that 19% male respondents believe homosexuality does not 
complement the eternal necessity of reproduction and that is why it should not be encouraged in the 
society and on the contrary 14% female respondents believe sexual minorities do not deserve any 
kind of social support because they believe homosexuality is absolutely unnatural.
 

Figure - 18 : General Opinion in Favor of Accepting LGBTQAI Community

According to Figure - 18 it is clearly visible that around 3% male participants and 2% female 
participants believe society should accept sexual minorities because homosexuality is absolutely 
natural phenomenon and sexual minorities are not perverts. 

 

Figure - 19 : Tolerance for Different Orientation



families.

The basic concept of heterosexual participants 
about lesbians is quite remarkable. For most of 
the participants homosexuality is either a matter 
of choice or it’s just a kind of psychological 
disorder or therefore lesbians are those women 
who ‘chose’ to have sex with other women only to 
experience a unique kind of adventure. Although 
more than four out of ten participants mentioned 
lesbians are those women who feel romantic 
attraction towards other women only.

Scenario - A : Mrs Asha (name changed) is a 
professor and she is quite ‘supportive and 
sympathetic’ about lesbians.  However, her 
husband Mr Asoke (name changed) who is also a 
professor and he believes all these ‘problems’ are 
relatively new import of modern age from the 
Western world.

Meanwhile the absolute basic concept of 
educated heterosexual about gays is also 
extremely distorted. According to these 
participants gays are those men who enjoys 
physical relation with same sex to enjoy some 
kind of ‘sick’ pleasure in one way or in some other 
way. However, almost one out of two participants 
has agreed gays are those men who feel romantic 
attraction towards same sex only and they did not 
mention about any ‘unusual’ reason.

Scenario - B :  Mr Arun (name changed) is a 
school teacher by profession and personally he 
hates gay people from the ‘bottom of his heart’ 
and he believes these gays are the source of 
modern day’s HIV/AIDS epidemic. On the other 

According to Figure - 16 it is clearly visible that 
more than five out of ten male respondents and 
almost four out of ten female respondents 
suggested LGBTQAI people should become 
‘normal’ heterosexual people voluntarily or with 
the help of medicine. 

Discussion and Recommendation :

The present study was conducted on educated, 
urban, heterosexual individuals and the basic 
purpose of that study was analyzing the 
perception of these participants of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, queer, asexual and intersex 
people. Every three out of five participants are 
male and rests of the participants are female. 
Most of the participants are Hindu by religion and 
have completed their Bachelor Degree and rests 
of the participants are more qualified. The study 
shows more than two out of five participants are 
not earning anything by themselves and rests are 
either government employees or working in 
private sectors or self-employed. Although most 
of the participants are heterosexual individuals, 
still only every one out of two participants are 
heterosexual individuals, still only every one out 
of two participants are heterosexual individuals, 
still only every one out of two participants are 
married and rests of the participants are 
u n mar r i ed ,  d iv o r ced ,  s ep a r a t ed  an d  
widow/widower. These participants earns 
anywhere between below 5000 INR per month to 
above 75000 INR per month. However according 
to present study every two out of five participants 
are not earning almost anything and rest of the 
participants are earning members of their 

The Figure - 19 discusses the tolerance level among heterosexual male and female after proper 
explanation of different kind of sexual orientation. It’s clearly visible that among male participant 
55% supported asexual people, 43% supported intersex people and 36% supported lesbians. On the 
contrary, barely 6% male participants supported queers and 9% supported bisexuals.

Meanwhile among female participants 40% supported intersex people, 34% supported asexual 
people, 33% supported lesbians, 31% supported gay people and 24% supported transgender.  
However, for bisexual and queer people support were only 5% and 4% consecutively. 
4. Suggestions given by adult, urban, educated, heterosexual people to lesbians, gays, bisexuals, 
transgender, queer, asexual and intersex (LGBTQAI) community -

Figure - 20 : Suggestion for LGBTQAI Community



(name changed) who is also an engineer and 
works with his brother as co- partner for him 
transgender are ‘psychologically damaged’ 
individuals who are not comfortable with their 
own bodies and that’s why they seek refuse in 
another body or body of the opposite sex.

However, basic concept about queer people is far 
more different. Almost for three out of ten 
participants queer are those people who performs 
penetrative sex with different objects or prefers 
painful sexual intercourse with their partners. 
Only one out of twenty participant’s mentioned 
queers are those people who can psychologically 
shift their gender from man to woman or vice-
versa; to be more precise queer are those people 
who are ‘gender – fluid’. Perhaps, most 
astonishing reality is more than six out of ten 
participants are not even aware about the ‘queer’ 
term.

Scenario - E :  Mr Surya (name changed) 
pursuing his Masters Degree from one of the most 
prestigious university of Kolkata and he believes 
queers are those people who loves penetrative sex 
with objects or to be more precise they love to 
inflict pain in the name of ‘love making’. 
However, his friend Mr Sunil (name changed) try 
to explain him the concept of ‘gender – fluid’ 
people but still he remains adamant because he 
believes gender is a binary form and any person 
either could identify himself as male or female; 
but, if someone is eternally ‘confused’ about their 
gender then that means those people needs 
psychological counseling or even medication to 
improve this situation. 

The overall awareness scenario is not much 
different for the asexual also. More than three out 
of ten participants believes asexual are those 
people who performs ‘unnatural sex’ with 
animals / objects or prefers both men and women 
as sexual partners at the same time. Meanwhile 
for more than one out of two participants 
‘asexual’ term itself is an absolutely new term and 
they are listening it for the first time. Only one out 
of twenty participants has correctly mentioned 
asexuality means having no sexual feelings or 
desires.

Scenario - F :  Ms. Ronita (name changed) has 
completed her Masters Degree in Sociology from 
a prestigious university of India and presently 
working for a non-profit organization. The term 
‘asexual’ is an absolute new term for her and she 

hand his son Mr Sanjay (name changed) who is 
studying his Masters Degree in Chemistry is quite 
supportive about gays and believes it’s just 
another sexual orientation and different kind of 
sexual orientation were present in the society 
throughout the History.

At the same time the basic concept of 
heterosexual participants about bisexuals also not 
as enlightened as it suppose to be; because for 
most of the participants bisexuals are those 
individuals who have serious psychological 
disorder. Relatively few less number of 
participants believe bisexuality is a matter of 
choice only and bisexuals are extreme kind of 
sexual adventurist and only one out of twenty 
participants believe bisexuals are man and/or 
woman who feels romantic attraction towards 
both sexes and they don’t believe bisexuals have 
any kind of abnormalities. Although every one 
out of ten participants have said they don’t have 
any idea about bisexuality and itself shows 
generally even educated people are more 
ignorant on the topic of bisexuality.

Scenario - C :  Mr Ramesh (name changed) 
working in a multinational company at a very 
prestigious position and personally he feels 
bisexuals are worst kind of pervert and their 
‘moral compass is broken’. On the contrary his 
wife Mrs. Keya (name changed) who is also 
highly educated and presently not working for her 
bisexuals are worst kind of ‘sexual adventurist’ 
and they don’t deserve any kind of social support.

For maximum number of participants 
transgender are those men who extract money 
from people by wearing women’s attire and 
behaving like women. Another most popular 
response is transgender are those people who 
behave like opposite sex due to mental/physical 
deformities. However few also believe 
transgender are those individuals who are 
willingly changing or have changed their sex by 
surgery and medication. Only one out of every ten 
participants believes transgender are those 
individuals whose gender expression differs from 
their assigned sex.

Scenario - D :  Mr. Ananta (name changed) is an 
engineer by profession and he has his own 
business. According to him transgender are those 
people who are basically male and dressed as 
female to extort money from the decent people. 
On the other hand his brother Mr. Shushanta 



believe homosexuality is a relatively recent 
phenomenon and it was not present even few 
years back. For most of the participants the 
homosexuality is an ‘implant’ of modern media 
inside people mind.

Scenario - H :  Mr Anirudhha (name changed) has 
completed his MPhil in History and presently 
working as a teacher in a public school and for 
him homosexuality is a relatively new 
phenomenon and suddenly society has turned its 
attention towards this ‘crisis’ due to the Western 
world. It was not even the scenario when they 
were in college and nobody bothered about this 
‘new breed’ of community. On the other hand his 
sister Ms. Dipti (name changed) who is a civil 
engineer by profession and working in a 
multinational company believes homosexuality 
is an eternal worldwide phenomenon and 
homosexual community has always been the part 
of the society right from the beginning; however, 
homophobia is a Western import and it was 
imported during the Victorian era.

Since most of the participants are not tolerant 
towards sexual minorities that’s why the most 
inevitable question remains what the participants 
actually believe about the LGBTQAI 
community? According to the present study the 
homosexuality is not a natural phenomenon. 
Another group believes homosexuality is the 
main culprit behind Sexually Transmitted 
Diseases (STD’s) and rest of the participants 
believe it’s nothing but sexual perversion and 
very few participants were empathetic towards 
the homosexuals.

Those participants who are more tolerant towards 
homosexuality for them society should accepts 
homosexuals without any prejudice because it’s 
absolutely natural and homosexuals are not 
pervert at all and apart from that ancient 
scriptures shows Indian society has never been 
homophobic and above all the most significant 
characteristic of a progressive society is tolerance 
towards minorities. However that tolerant group 
is only less than one-tenth of all participants and 
rests of the participants’ shows utter homophobia.

Scenario - I :  Mrs. Payel (name changed) has 
completed her Masters Degree from a prestigious 
university of India in Information Technology 
and presently working in a multinational 
company. She believes Indian media should 
spread more awareness about homosexuality and 

confessed clearly that she has not heard that term 
before. On the contrary her colleague Ms. Soma 
(name changed) who has also completed her 
Masters Degree in Social Work from the same 
prestigious university for her asexual people are 
those people who are basically extreme kind of 
promiscuous.

For one out of five participants misconception 
scenario about intersex people is not much 
different. More than one out of five participants 
believe intersex people are those people who 
prefers both men and women as sex partners or 
performs ‘unnatural sex’; however they didn’t 
clarify the ‘unnatural sex’ clearly. Almost four out 
of five participants have not even heard the term 
‘intersex’, therefore clearly they don’t have any 
idea about intersex. Only 2% participants have 
mentioned correctly intersex people are those 
people who don’t fit typical definitions of male or 
female due to some sort of physical deformities.

Scenario - G : Mr. Tamal (name changed) is a 
lawyer by profession and he is working in a legal 
firm and for him intersex people are those people 
who are involved in ‘unnatural sex’ and his wife 
Mrs. Pranita (name changed) who has completed 
her Bachelor Degree for her even that term 
‘intersex’ is absolutely a new term and she has 
never heard of it.

Though present study was conducted among the 
educated, urban population still almost every one 
out of two believes homosexuals are 
psychologically abnormal and more than three 
out of five participants believe they are pervert. 
Only less than one out of ten participants believe 
homosexuals are neither psychologically 
abnormal and nor pervert. Though they are not 
equally tolerant about every kind of sexual 
minorities; however, still these one-tenth of 
participants are quite willing to accept the sexual 
minorities as they are.

Almost four out of five participants are utterly 
confused about the ‘origin’ of sexual minorities 
or homosexuals and according to them it’s either 
‘import’ of Western world or it’s a modern native 
sickness. Only one-tenth of participants have 
agreed to the point that homosexuality is an 
integral part of every culture and society 
irrespective of time and geographical location. 
Remaining more than one-tenth participants are 
apparently clueless about the ‘origin’ of 
homosexuality. However, maximum participants 



community because they are mostly pervert and 
‘attention seeker’.

The final question of the study was relatively 
most significant and it shows the deep rooted 
homophobia is so compelling that even the 
education could not enlightened maximum 
numbers of participants. People who believe 
homosexuality is just a mere ‘choice’ for them 
homosexuals should ‘leave’ their sexual 
preference and should become ‘normal’ 
heterosexuals. Other participants who believe it’s 
a kind of psychological problem for them 
homosexuals should take ‘medical help’ to 
become normal heterosexuals. Only less than 
one-tenth participants’ believe homosexuals are 
as normal as heterosexuals and therefore they 
should embrace their sexual identity without any 
inhibitions.

The present study was conducted on a relatively 
small number of participants who are urban and 
have received their college or university level 
education. The study should be conducted on 
urban, uneducated population as well. At the 
same time separate studies should be conducted 
on rural educated and uneducated population as 
well. Meanwhile the present studies only indicate 
the extreme deep rooted homophobia of the 
Indian society where education remains only few 
certificates. The time has come when the people 
should get more enlighten about homosexuality. 
Both media and education system can play a 
major role to eradicate homophobia from the 
people’s mind.   

Conclusion : 

In spite of a rich history of sexual tolerance the 
modern day’s Indian society is far more skeptical 
about sexual minorities and the present study 
revealed these urban individuals who has college 
and university level education even they are also 
unable to embrace sexual minorities with open 
mind and heart. Most of the urban educated 
individuals believe homosexuality is a sign of 
disturbed, perverted mind and they also believe 
proper medical and psychological attention can 
‘cure’ that problem. Hence the conclusion is there 
is a huge gap between education and awareness 
among even the educated urban section of the 
society on the topic of different sexual 
orientations and level of homophobia is also 
different for different kind of sexual orientation. 
Perhaps people are mostly homophobic about 

different entertainment media should stop 
portraying homosexuals as a ‘comic relief’ on 
screen. On the other hand her brother Mr. Prakash 
(name changed) who has completed his 
engineering study believes if society gives too 
much importance to sexual minorities then it 
would destroy the inherent balance of the society 
and as a result there will be catastrophic epidemic 
of various Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STDs) 
and it’s also going to jeopardize the basic balance 
of the population.

There was a phase in the interview session when 
each and every individual were explained the true 
definitions of different sexual orientation and 
then they were asked how they feel about these 
orientation. The study shows acceptance level is 
highest for asexual people and about every nine 
out of ten participants have accepted asexual 
people. The next ‘fortunate’ people were intersex 
people and more than four out of five participants 
have accepted them since it’s a physical 
deformity, therefore these participants were 
perceived as ‘unfortunate deform’ people. Next, 
most accepted sexual minorities are lesbians and 
almost seven out of ten participants have 
accepted lesbians. However, only two out of five 
participants have accepted gays and apparently 
male participants are less tolerant then female 
participants about gays which is exact opposite 
scenario then lesbians. Around nine out of ten 
participants feel bisexuals are ‘disgusting’ and 
‘promiscuous pervert’ in spite of explanation. 
The same scenario could be seen for queer and 
nine out of ten participants feels queer are 
sexually pervert individuals and they are equally 
deceptive as bisexuals. Almost three out of five 
participants could not accept transgender because 
they believe transgender are fraud and most of the 
time these is just a decoy to extract money from 
the helpless decent people and here study shows 
male participants are far more intolerant about 
transgender then the female. Overall study shows 
heterosexual men are generally intolerant about 
different sexual orientation then the heterosexual 
women.

Scenario - J : After scientific explanation of each 
and every kind of sexual orientation Mrs. Anjana 
who has completed her Masters Degree in 
Psychology from a prestigious university of 
Kolkata believes on the basis of her ‘personal 
experience’ all the other kind of sexual 
orientation are acceptable except the queer 
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“Homosexuality and India” Indian Journal 
of Psychiatry (Online) Volume 54 (Issue – 1) 
Pages 1 – 3 Available at: https://www.ncbi. 
nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3339212/ 
(Accessed 10th July 2018)

ix. TNN (2017). “How Hinduism Is Fighting 
Homophobia Abroad”. The Times of India 
(Online) Available at: https:// timesofindia. 
indiatimes.com/home /sunday-times/how-
h indu i sm- i s - f igh t ing-homophobia -
abroad/articleshow/60441192 . cms 
(Accessed 10th July, 2018)

x. Urban Dictionary (2013). “LGBTQIA”. 
Urban Dictionary (Online) Available at: 
https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.ph
p?term=LGBTQIA (Accessed 10th July 
2018)

xi. Zutshi V. (2018). “India Takes A Step 
Toward Decriminalizing Homosexuality” 
(Blog) www.thediplomat.com Available at: 
https://thediplomat.com/2018/01/india-
takes-a-step-toward-decriminalizing-
homosexuality/ (Accessed at 10th July, 
2018)

xii. Zutshi V. (2018). “Are Homophobic Men 
More Likely To Be Gay?” (Blog) 
w w w . d a i l y o . i n  A v a i l a b l e  a t :  
ht tps: / /www.dai lyo. in/variety/homo 
sexual i ty-homophobia-sect ion-377-
subramanian-swamy-baba-ramdev/story 
/1/22618.html (Accessed 10th July, 2018)

queer and bisexual and that because of ignorant. 
Apart from that even educated, urban, 
heterosexual minds of Kolkata not yet prepared to 
accept the vivid form of sexuality. Here comes the 
questions of functioning awareness instruments 
of the society such as media and education system 
itself and hopefully these instruments would be 
more effective in future to bring the true 
awareness in the society about the sexual 
minorities.
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